
 
 

 

        

REGULATIONS: THE BASICS 
Frequently Asked Questions 
 
 
 

1. What is a regulation? 
 
After Congressional bills become laws, federal agencies are responsible for putting those laws 
into action through regulations. While some regulations create rules, others are non-
rulemaking. The types of regulations that can be found on this site include Notices from the 
Federal Register, Proposed Rules, and Final Rules. Documents such as public comments are 
often associated with these regulations. 
 

2. What is the regulatory process and how does Regulations.gov participate? 
 
The regulatory process is used by federal agencies to formulate, amend, or repeal a 
regulation. This process often contains a proposed rule and a final rule, and may accept public 
comments. Steps to this process may include: 
  
1. An agency initiates a rulemaking activity, and adds an entry to its Regulatory Agenda 
2. A rule or other document is published to Regulations.gov by the U.S. government’s Federal 

Register 
3. The public is given the opportunity to comment on this rule on Regulations.gov during 

specified time periods 
4. Final rules can be accessed on Regulations.gov 
 

3. Who uses Regulations.gov? 
 
Regulations.gov is mainly used by members of the general public to share their knowledge and 
opinions on proposed rules and notices before they are finalized. It is also used by 
communities such as regulated industries, consultants, lobbyists, lawyers, and academia. 
 

4. What can members of the general public do on Regulations.gov? 
 
Regulations.gov is committed to improving your access to and participation in the federal 
regulatory process. On this site, members of the general public can: 

 
 • Search for a regulation such as a proposed rule, final rule, or Federal Register (FR) notice 

• Submit a comment on a regulation or on another comment 
• Submit an application, petition, or adjudication document 
• Sign up for e-mail alerts about a specific regulation 
• Quickly access regulations that are popular, newly posted, or closing soon—directly from the 

homepage 



 
 

 

• Subscribe to RSS feeds by agency of newly posted FR notices 
 

5. What types of regulations can I find on Regulations.gov? 
 
Regulations.gov is your online source for U.S. government regulations from nearly 300 federal 
agencies. Therefore the site contains regulations about a wide variety of topics that run the 
gamut from endangered species to human health to car safety. 


