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April 13, 2009

U.S. Department of Transportation,

Docket Operations, West Building Ground Floor, Room W12-140,
1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE.

Washington, DC 20590

Submitted via the Docket Management System

Dear Sir or Madam:

NetJets Aviation, Inc. (NJA), Air Carrier Certificate Number DXTA401D is requesting exermption from
the requirements of 14 CFR 135.225 (f) relating to IFR: Takeoff, Approach and Landing Minimums at
foreign and military airports. The primary contact in this matter is:

David McCormick

Director, Flight Technical Programs
NetJets Aviation, Inc.

4111 Bridgeway Ave.

Columbus, Ohio 43219-1882

(614) 620-2941

dmecormick@netiets.com
PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

This Petition for Exemption (“Petition”) is submitted in accordance with 14 CFR 11 and seeks
permanent relief from certain rules issued by the Federal Aviation Administration, governing IFR
takeoffs when the visibility is less than 1 statute mile, and approach and landings when the visibility is
less than % mile.

SCOPE
This petition request applies to ali turbine powered aircraft operated by NetJets Aviation, Inc. (NJA).
RELIEF REQUESTED

14 CFR 135.225 {f) states:
{f) Each pilot making an IFR take-off or approach and landing at a military or foreign airport
shall comply with applicable instrument approach procedures and weather minimums
prescribed by the authority having jurisdiction over that airport. In addition, no pilot may, at that
airport—
(1) Take off under IFR when the visibility is less than 1 mile; or
(2) Make an instrument approach when the visibility is less than 1/2 mile.

NJA requests relief consistent with 14 CFR Part 121.651:
(f} Unless otherwise authorized in the certificate holder's operations specifications, each pilot
making an IFR takeoff, approach, or landing at a foreign airport shall comply with the
applicable instrument approach procedures and weather minimums prescribed by the
authority having jurisdiction over the airport.

{Continued, next page)
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RATIONALE

The visibility restrictions contained in 135.225(f) do not appear to be supporied by a recognizable
safety argument, nor is it readily possible to determine what the historical decision process was {0
include this limitation.

It is safer, and far more prudeht for the certificate holder to abide by the reguiations applicable to the
country and airport at which they are operating, unless otherwise prohibited by the certificate holder's
operations specifications.

14 CFR 135.225 (f) is inconsistent with Operations Specifications paragraphs C074 and CO79, which
were specifically revised to harmonize with EASA’ and other international standards.

Pubtic Interest: Needless higher minimums result in unnecessary air traffic congestion, loss of
revenue and passenger inconvenience. in Europe, it is often necessary to make departure
reservations well in advance of the anticipated departure time. If a takeoff is subsequently delayed,
then a departure slot is lost and an additional request must be made, which further stresses an
overburdened air traffic system®. :

Equivalent Safety: International destination airport specifications: ICAO Annex 14, Volume 1
{Aerodrome Design and Operations) “shall apply to all aerodromes open to public use”. Specifications
in Annex 14 are at least comparable, and in some cases exceed, the specifications in14 CFR Part
139, AC 150/5300-13 (Airport Design), and other AC’s in the 150/53 series regarding paving, signing,
marking, etc. Furthermore, instrument approaches at most international airports outside the US utilize
criteria specified in the ICAO Document 8168-OPS, Procedures for Air Navigation Services-Aircraft
Operations (PANS-OPS), volumes | and Ii, 1o which US Terminal Instrument Procedures (TERPS)
criteria are equivalent. in fact, some harmonization groups have suggested the elimination of TERPs
and using PANS-OPS as the single international standard for instrument approach design.? Therefore,
no degradation of safety will occur while NJA is executing procedures designed by a foreign nation.

NJA operates a modern fleet of aircraft, all equipped with a minimum of a Flight Management
Computer, flight director, and an autopilot capable of conducting coupled approaches.

All operations are conducted with two pilot crews. When operating domestically under the provisions
of part 135, NJA is currently authorized, through Operations Specifications C079, to conduct takeoffs
when the runway visual range (RVR) is as low as 600 feet and, through Operations Specifications,
CO074, to conduct precision Category ! approaches at qualified airports when the RVR is as low as

4800 feet. Low Visibility training events are conducted at initial and recurrent curriculum segments.
These events are simulator based, appropriate to the aircraft type to be flown, are in accordance with
14 CFR Part 135 and are FAA approved. The NJA training program is more restrictive than regulatory
requirements, in that each crewmember receives recurrent training every 6 months. Since NJA
already trains and operates to low weather minimums and currently practices these procedures
worldwide under part 91, 91K, and domestically under part 135, it would be logical to conclude an
equivalent level of safety could be maintained when operating to foreign or military airports under part
135.
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; Per previous FAA Notice 8000.367 and current FAA Notice 8900.38
Text adopted from previously granted exemption no. 8752, The same is true of NJA operations.




NJA requests a waiver of the 120 day filing requirements and the publishing of a summary of the
Petition in the Federal Register. Any defay in the granting of this exemption request will needlessly
encumber EAA resources and result in additional delay for refief that has already been granted to Part
121 Certificate holders.

NJA is a sophisticated air carrier operating 425 aircraft worldwide. Granting this exemption request
will not decrease safety. By contrast, it promotes efficient air traffic management and represents the
interests of the traveling public.

Please do not hesitate to call if | may provide additional information or be of assistance.

Respectfully,

Qwcd .

David MeCormick
Director, Flight Technical Programs
NetJets Aviation, Inc.




