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We are responding to the February 3, 2009 Federal Register notice of a 90 day petition
finding and initiation of a status review to reclassify Wood Bison from Endangered to
Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA).

The Stevens Village Tribal Council (Council) is a Federally recognized Tribal Sovereign
Government located on the Yukon River 94 air miles North of Fairbanks Alaska whose
Traditional Lands exists primarily within the Yukon Flats National Wildlife Refuge
(Refuge). Our Tribal and Native Corporation Lands, although located within the Refuge,
are private lands not controlled by the Refuge. We, therefore, have a vested interest in the
Wood Bison, the State of Alaska’s Wood Bison Reintroduction process, and the possible
re-introduction of the Bison within the Refuge. The Wood Bison are a Culturally relevant
species to the Athabascan people and historically provided sustenance to our ancestors.
We continue to have a Spiritual relationship with Bison and would like to see them re-
established for the benefit of our people. The Coungil has established a Tribal Traditional
Bison Reserve (Farm) near Delta Junction, Alaska on 2080 acres of their privately owned
lands, has a herd of 60 Plains Bison, and annually harvests up to 8 Bison for the use of
the Native Community, their Health Programs, and for healthy food for Tribal members.
We have been operating this Tribal Program for 5 years. We believe that we have
demonstrated our commitment to re-establishing Bison for the benefit of Tribal people
and believe that our vested interest in Bison qualifies us to address the management
issues for which your agency is responsible. Your agency, in return, has the responsibility
to exercise the Governments Trust relationship with our Tribal Government to ensure that
these management decisions accrue to the benefit of the Tribes and their members.

We understand that the Wood Bison was reclassified from Endangered to Threatened
status in Canada in 1988. We are familiar with the intensive recovery efforts that have
been undertaken to ensure that bovine tuberculosis and brucellosis-free populations of
Wood Bison now occur in seven free-ranging herds of approximately 4500 animals. This
success leads us to believe that the species is no longer “in danger of extinction’



throughout all or a significant portion of its range”. In addition, with the potential for the
Wood Bison to re-inhabit its formal range in Alaska we believe that ultimately the
Species could be de-listed entirely.

As a Tribal Government we are mandated by our Constitution to protect the Social.
Political, and Economic interests of the Tribal members. Re-introduction of Wood Bison
within our Traditional and Private Native lands would enhance the Social, Cultural,
health, and sustenance needs of our people. However, the re-introduction of Wood Bison
must not be allowed to place our community economies in jeopardy. We have other
economic interests within our communities and lands that must be incorporated inio the
re-introduction plan. We believe that re-introducing the Wood Bison as a threatened
species with an experimental non-essential population * status under the ESA section
10-j provisions where-by habitat would not be deemed critical for the success of the
species would be a viable management strategy. Such a designation would allow for the
Bison to be reintroduced with direct Tribal co-management responsibility while other
uses of the lands would not be impacted by their presence.

In conclusion, we support the down listing of the Wood Bison from Endangered to
Threatened as an immediate need but would like to see the status of Wood Bison
established as an experimental non-essential population until de-listing from the ESA can
be accomplished.

If you have any questions concerning our position, feel free to contact me or our Tribal
Natural Resource Program Director Mr. Dewey Schwalenberg at 907-345-2187. Thank
you for your consideration of our position.
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