


January 7, 2009

Office of Pesticide Programs
Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Ave., NW
Washington, DC  20460-0001

RE:	Reregistration Eligibility Decision for Acrolein

To Whom It May Concern:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the EPA Reregistration Eligibility Decision document.

In reviewing Section IV, Risk Management and Reregistration Decision, the District has the following comments in regards to how EPA addressed new requirements of Acrolein applications:

Occupational handlers/workers:

1. Proposed - Instead of requiring the registrant-provided applicator training a minimum of every three years, the training requirement will be annual.  

Response – This is already being done by Baker Petrolite at our Pesticide License Recertification classes every year.  Baker has been very proactive in ensuring that all applicators are trained every year.  However, changing the training requirement to a yearly requirement would hamper the District’s ability to treat with Acrolein, if one of our applicators was sick or unable to attend the once a year recertification class, basically that applicator would not be able to apply Acrolein the next year or until Baker was able to provide the training again.  Biannual training would be better fit for the District and would ensure training is current and up to date.

2. Proposed - During application, two trained applicators must be on site at all times.
Response - The Quincy-Columbia Basin Irrigation District has always had two trained applicators on site during the set up and take down of all Acrolein treatments.  This is required because during the set up and the take down, there is the most potential for exposure to Acrolein.  After the set up process is complete and the treatment is proceeding safely, the second applicator does not stay within visual distance of the applicator that remains at the application site.  If the applicator at the site needs assistance, she/he has access to a District radio and many also carry a cell phone with them.  They have communication access to both personnel and their supervisors if help is needed.  It is not productive or economically responsible to have two persons sit and watch a hose and dials for hours on end.  The applicator that stays on site with the treatment has the responsibility to check pressures and visually inspect the hoses and equipment while the treatment is in process.  If the applicator must make changes or adjustments during the treatment, she/he must call for assistance before proceeding.  In 2008 the Quincy District had 279 hours recorded for the applicator(s) that were required to stay on site.  The doubling up on applicators would have both a productivity and economic impact on the District.  
With all the safety precautions and practices already in place, both through the Baker Petrolite Application and Safety manual and/or additional requirements by the District, there appears to be no need to have two applicators on site during applications.  
3. Proposed - All applications must be made during day light hours.

Response - The District has applied Acrolein for many years.  During those years, the District has reviewed, evaluated and looked at ways to reduce exposure, risk and to be good stewards of our resource and deliver uninterrupted water service for our water users   During this process we have modified how treatments are made, when they are made, what rates to apply aquatic chemicals at and where to treat with aquatic chemicals to get the best results with the least amount of chemicals.  The District has modified treatments and used new approaches that are found to be more effective while using the least amount of chemical possible and still achieving an effective treatment.  

In order to use Acrolein in the most effective, least obtrusive way, and stay in compliance with our NPDES permit, the District has implemented a plan for treating our Canal which does involve some night time applications.  The District’s canal is eighty eight miles (88) and it takes from two to four days (depending on flow) for water to travel from the beginning of the canal to the end.  When the District is treating the canal we apply Acrolein at the correct strength for the weed conditions for that section of the canal.  District personnel monitor and follow the Acrolein downstream, tracking the parts per million (PPM) and how far the chemical travels.  District personnel monitor the leading edge of the chemical during the entire distance of the canal.  When the Acrolein PPM drops below the desired control level to control the weed conditions in that area of the canal, the District does a boost treatment.  These boost treatments are miles downstream from the original treatment and are limited to boosting the chemical back up to the desired PPM.  They occur hours later and while they are started during the day, the boost treatment will end after dark, therefore requiring a night treatment.

Our night time treatments are only during the summer months when it does not get dark until late in the evening.  Our treatments usually start around 6 PM and end about an hour after dark.  Our trucks are outfitted with portable lights for our applicators to give adequate lighting for checking the valves and hoses and to light up the area.  The District also has radio communication for applicators and personnel monitoring the treatment are close by.  Supervisors are checking on personnel throughout the evening also.  The District does whatever is necessary to ensure the safety of our personnel during both daylight and evening hours.  

Exposure to bystanders:

1. Proposed - Certified applicators may only apply at sites where they have “No Swimming” signs posted.
Response - The District has signs posted on Irrigation right of ways that say, “No Trespassing”, which suffice to notify people that the area is off limits.  The District also posts signs at the entrance to the treatment site during treatments, to notify the public of a treatment.  These signs are in both Spanish and English.


Ecological Risk Management

1. Proposed – Maximum of eight (8) applications – annually
Response – This needs to be clarified, eight treatments total per canal or section of canal?  

2. Proposed – Minimum two (2) week re-treatment interval per application.
Response – If EPA is intending to limit the treatments to daylight hours and the Districts needs to do additional treatments on the same canal in order to get an effective weed control downstream from the original treatment, this would limit the District’s ability to control aquatic weeds in the remaining portions of the same canal we treated the day before.  The proposed requirements for 2 week re-treatment intervals needs to be clarified and EPA needs to address the good stewardship the Districts have already in place before creating requirements that restrict good use practices  

If, as applicators, the District is limited to the eight applications and the two week intervals, it will force the District to again modify our applications, with the probability of increased application rates to achieve adequate weed control for longer distances, therefore raising the amount of chemical needed for each treatment and the increase in the amount of time needed to treat in order to achieve the same result. 


The Quincy-Columbia Basin Irrigation District has an Aquatic Treatment program in place which combines all of the requirements of the law including the NPDES permit and Special Local Needs (SLN) for applying Acrolein in the State of Washington.  The District has a responsibility to be good steward for our environment and to deliver water to our water users.  When EPA puts requirements out that hamper the District’s ability to be good stewards under the guise of “Safety” without any communication with those who use the chemical; regulations are proposed without looking at the whole picture.  It is this District’s hope that EPA will reevaluate these new requirements and adjust them to allow Irrigation District’s to continue to be both good employers and good stewards.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and if you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.

Regards,



Betsy Jordan
Safety & Environmental Officer

Cc	Darvin Fales
	Elayne Fuller
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