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Dakota Helicopters, Inc.
6220 County Road 20

Beulah, North Dakota 58523
701-873-4100 / 800-873-0401
Fax 701-873-5938
Email-smorten@dakotahelicopters.com
RE:  Docket ID # EPA-HQ-OPP-2008-0129 (Sulfometuron Methyl)
January 8, 2009
By: Shawn Morten

To whom it may concern;

I have an aerial and ground application company with 30 years of experience applying herbicides in up to a 22 state area. I have safely used the Sulfometuron Methyl herbicides since they have been labeled for use. The safety of the product from both an environmental standpoint and low toxicity to the public makes this one of the best products we have to succeed in our battle against undesirable vegetation. We apply the Sulfometuron Methyl herbicides mostly to right of ways were vegetation has to be controlled for safety concerns such as fire control, trip and fall hazards, maintenance issues, and invasive and noxious weed problems. Sulfometuron Methyl products have become such a valuable tool for us to use. When used in accordance with label instructions there is not a safer product to use in terms of half life’s and LD 50. 

Other older products that will have to be used to replace Sulfometuron Methyl have to be applied by pounds per acre of active ingredients compared to ounces. Half life’s of product in the soil with the other older products increases better than 10 times. I don’t want that and I’m certain you people don’t either. 

Sulfometuron Methyl products are needed for us to do our jobs with safety, safety for the environment and for us as human beings. Any more restricted label changes to this product will make it impossible for us to use and make our environment less safe because of the more hazardous products needed to replace it. The language we have on the labels now has provided us with the safety we need to continue to use this product in the way it was designed. 

I believe no more restricted language is needed for this much needed product. 
Sincerely

Shawn Morten   
