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Pharr Yarns, LLC

High Performance Yarn Division
PO Box 1939

McAdenville, NC  28101-1939

January 7, 2009
Ms. Amy Williams
Defense Acquisition Regulations System

3062 Defense Pentagon

Washington, DC 20301-3062

Dear Ms. Williams,

I am writing to oppose DFARS Case 2008-D024.

Pharr Yarns, LLC would stand to be negatively impacted by the proposed change.  This waiver expansion would cause the loss of revenue to Pharr Yarns, LLC, the loss of jobs here in North Carolina, and negatively impact supply chains that are essential to meeting military needs.  Pharr Yarns, LLC is a strong and proud manufacturing company with a deep history of making High Performance spun yarns for weaving and knitting companies ultimately making products that protect lives in a variety of industries including our Armed Forces.  

The information in the Federal Register indicates that the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition, Technology, and Logistics is considering expanding the existing waiver to permit the acquisition of para-aramid fibers and yarns manufactured in any qualifying country listed in DFARS 225.872-1.  These spun yarns are currently made in the United States by Pharr Yarns, LLC and others; therefore it is not clear why there is a need to look elsewhere for supply.  There is no basis to open this market to other countries and other companies when there are viable supply chains here in the United States to meet needs.

The Register goes on to state that procuring articles that contain only domestic para-aramid fibers and yarns would result in sole-source contracts or subcontracts for such fibers and yarns:  such sole-source contracts or subcontracts would not be in the best interest of the Government, except as specifically justified…   Under existing rules, para-aramid fibers from the Netherlands can be and are used; no change there.  There are strong and viable supply chains set up to meet military needs using either domestic or Dutch para-aramids;  changing these rules would negatively impact not only the spinners, but also the knitters, weavers, finishers, and garment makers in these important supply chains.  These businesses do not need to be negatively impacted in this regard.
The current supply of Kevlar and Twaron para-aramid fibers is ample to meet all US military requirements and both companies are expanding their fiber manufacturing capabilities.  Spinning capacity in the United States fits a similar mold; machinery and labor are both available.  Orders from Pharr’s customers will stimulate increasing the capacity.  It is my hope that you will reconsider the proposed change and support the existing manufacturing industries located here in the United States as we deliver needed products to the men and women who protect us locally and who serve in our Armed Forces.
Sincerely,

James C. Sells

Executive Vice President
High Performance Division

Pharr Yarns, LLC






