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U.S.Departmeniof 
Transportation ' ! - ' 1 • • • 

Office of ft̂ e Secrefary 
of Transportation 

November 25, 2008 

Mr. Mark Snyder 
308 Molleybrookc Court 
Walkersvillc, MD 21793-8172 

Dear Mr. Snyder: 

Wc received your letter of October 24, 2008, submitted by Senator Barbara A. Mikulski, 
opposing a request by American Airlines, British Airways, Iberia Airlines, Finnair, and 
Royal Jordanian for a yrant of antitrust immunity to operate an integrated alliance. The 
Secretary has asked that. I respond on her behalf. 

Tlie U.S. Department of Transportation's review of this request is part of a public 
proceeding in which interested parties have the opportunity to comment. The 
Department carefully considers all requests for antitrust inmiunity, beginning with a 
review of the record to assess whether there is sufficient information to make a reasoned 
decision that satisfies all statutory requirements. Decisions regarding requests for 
antitrust immunity are made after consultation with the Department of Justice, and are 
based upon statutory standards that include antitrust principles. As this proceeding is 
pending, I am sure you understand that I cannot comment on the merits of the case. I 
assure you, however, that the Department will give full and fair consideration to the Joint 
Applicants' request, as well as all comments in the docket. 

As is our normal practice, I am placing a copy of your letter and this response in Docket 
OST-2008-0252 as a contact outside the record in this matter. 1 appreciate your interest 
in this proceeding. 

Sincerely yours, 

.Michael W. Reynolds 
.•\cling .Assistant Secretary for 

.'\\ iation anil International Alfairs 

cc: Brigid Mouton 
Senator Mikulski's stall 
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.BARBARA A. M1KUI,SKI 
IVUnVLAND 

lamtEil^iBtEB^aiatE 
WASHINGTON, OC20B10-20Q3 

SUITE 603 
HART SENATC OFRCE BUILOiNa 
WABHINSTON. DC2061(M008 

(2Q2)2Z4-40S4 
TOO! (202) 224-8121 

October 2 1 , 2008 

Tha Honorable Mary 13. Peters 
Secretary 
U.S. Departtnent of Transportation 
400 Seventh street; s.w. 
Washington, D.C. 20!;dO-0003 

Dear Secretary Peterst 

X ant writing to request your cons liberation of the attached 
correspondence from Mark Snyder, who is opposing Amerlcsui 
Airlines' application for antitrust immunity in conjunction with 
British Airways. 

I hope that you will take every appropriate action to 
thoroughly review this request. Please respond directly to 
Mr. Snyder and send a copy to Brigid Houton of my staff. If you 
have any questions, please call Ms. Houton at (202) 224-46S4. 

to 
Thank you very muah for your consideration. I look forward 

hearing from you. 

Sincerely, 

i & ^ ^ ^ ' T i J , ^ ' 
Barbara A. Mikulski 
United States Senator 
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MarkSnydar 
308 Holleybraoka Oourt 
WBlkarGvilla,MD 21793-8172 

October 24,2008 

TTia Honorable Barbara A. Mikulski 
Unilad Slatei Senate 
503 Hart senate Ofnce Building 
w«»hlnfllon, DC aofiio-aooa 

Dear Senator Mikulski; 

As your conatltuent and a pilot for Ainaifoar) Alrllnea. I raapeotfully 
requast that you dafar any dadston on the marlta of Amarlcan AlrHnaa' 
appllcaflon to the Departmant of Trantportatlon and Dapartment of Juattea 
for antltnjBt Immunity with Brtilth Mrvaya, Iberia, Finnair and Royai 
Jordanianand (he related "^olnt bualness aflreamenr with British Ainirayc 
and tbarlauntil a full and thorouyh analysis can be conduotsd. 

This analysis should include both thn hnplfcaUon* of Immunizing 
joint business ventures, BS wall as a review of the public policy matter 
In the allowance of bnmuntzatlon of Mntl-compatitive practices in 
International commarclal aviation. The unintended negathre consaquBnces of 
Increatad liberalizeilon in financial niierkets we have lust w'tnessed 
underscore the need for appropriate due diligence. Likewise, I 
respeotfully request that you urge DOT and DOJ to exerdse stmtiar 
rsstralnL 

We need to underetend the conBequences of permitting strategically 
Important compinlea such as airlines to enter Into virtual mergers with 
foreign counterparts. Would the contool mechanisms and markellng dacisnna 
of the entity of the Joint business agreement confllot with Congress* 
limits on foreign ownership and control? There are clearly Department of 

http://mikulski-iq:800/iq/view.^emI.aspx?rid»«7942214(Si;o!d-2605834 10/27/2008 
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Defense impllcaOons, as the federal government depends upon U.8, airlines 
to cany troops and supplies in wartime as our nation's civn Reserve Air 

- Fleet. Are we oomfortsble having ^ireign oarriara ferry our troops In 
wartime? We also need to understand how tha various nations' difTering air 
safety regulations and labor laws and the oarriara' training regimens 
would be recondled. 

Additionally, we must address conoems about potontMly serious job 
security issues with American Alrtines' proposed joint business agreement 
As we have seen Fn ttie takeover of fhilght carrier Airborne Bcpress by 
Qerman company DHL, International bualness deals like this can have a 
highly adverse impact on U.8. workers. In that Instance, 8,000 Ohio 
workers era now at risk of losing their jobs. Contrary to popular bsDef, 
"capadty aharing" anvngamants such as these are actually a fbnn of 
Industry consolkiation. potantially rasulUng In yet more hard>working 
Americans'jobs being eliminated. 

Finally, there ere Internal constralnia that call Into question 
American Airlines^ abillly ID enter into this type of business venture. It 
would be disappdnting to receive a regulatory ruling that may 
unintentlonaliy prejudice ounent lawfiil arlntration proceedings. 

Thank you very much tbr consldertng my request. ' 

Sincerely. 

Maik Snyder 
301845-7719<^MS0> 
^/APP> 
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