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U.S.Department of L Co
Transporiation SR A Y

Office of the Secretary
of Transportation

November 25, 2008

Mr. Mark Snyder
308 Holleybrooke Court
Walkersville, MD 21793-8172

Dear Mr. Snyder:

We received your letter of October 24, 2008, submitied by Senator Barbara A. Mikulski,
opposing a request by American Airlines, British Airways, Iberia Airlines, Finnair, and
Royal Jordanian for a grant of antitrust immunity to operate an integrated alliance. The
Secretary has asked that [ respond on her behalf,

The U.S. Department of Transportation’s review of this request is part of a public
proceeding in which interested parties have the opportunity to comment. The
Department carefully considers all requests for antitrust immunity, beginning with a
review of the record 1o assess whether there is sufficient information to make a reasoned
decision that satisfies all statutory requirements. Decisions regarding requests for
antitrust immunity are made after consultation with the Department of Justice, and are
based upon statutory standards that include antitrust principles. As this proceeding is
pending, [ am sure you understand that [ cannot comment on the merits of the case. |
assure you, however, that the Department will give full and fair consideration to the Joint
Applicants’ request, as well as all comments in the docket.

As 1s our normal practice. | am placing a copy of your letter and this responsc in Docket
OST-2008-0252 as a contact outside the record in this matter. 1 appreciate your interest
in this proceeding.

Sincerely yours,

Michael W. Revnolds
Acting Assistant Secretary for
Aviation and International Atfairs

cc: Brigid Houton
Senator Mikulski's staft
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Mnited States Senate e

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-2003

0ctober 27, 2008

The Honorable Mary 3. Peters
Secretary '

U.S. Department of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, S5.W.
Wwashington, D.C. 20590-0003

Dear Secraetary Peters:

I am writing to reguest your consideration of the attached
correspondence from Mark Snyder, who is opposing American
Airlines’ application for antitrust immunity in conjunction with
British Airways.

I hope that you will take every apprxopriate action to
thoroughly review this request., Please respond directly to
Mr. Sayder and send a copy to Brigid Houton of my staff., If you
havs any questions, please call Ms. Houton at (202) 224-465%54,

Thank you very much for your consideration. I look forward
to heaxing £rom you.

8inceraly,

todhos 8. PMFr

Barbara A. Mikulski
United 8tates Senztor

BAM:jac
aUITE 400 SUITE 208 BUITE 208 ROOM 203 Urrnao
1628 THAMES STREET 83 WEST STREET 8404 IVY LANE 32 WEBT WASHINGTON STREET 212 MAIN STREET
DALTIMORE, MD 21281 ANNAPOLIS, MD 21401-2448 GREENBELT, MD 20770-1407 HAGERSTOWN, MO 21740-4804 smsnunv. MD 21801-2403
{410} 8824510 {410} 263-1805 (30Y) 346-¥817 {301) 707-2026 {410) ads-7711
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<MSG>RE: Concerne Over AA-BA-|B Jolnt Venture/Anltrust Immunity

Mark Snyder
908 Holleybraoks Qourt
Walkkersville, MD 21793-8172

October 24, 2008

The Honorahie Barbara A, Mikulskl
United Slates Senate

503 Hart Senate Office Buliding
Waehington, DC 20610-2003

Dear_Sgnatqr Mikulskl;

As your conatituent and a pliot for Amerioan Alrlines, | raspactfuily

raquast that you defer any dacision on the merits of Amarican Alriines’
application to the Deparimant of Tranapariation and D:Panmanl of Justlce
for antitrust Immunily with British Alrvays, Iberia, Finnalr and Roya
Jordantanand the relatad "joint businege sgreement” with British Alrways
and {barfauntil a full and thorough analysls can be conducted,

This analysix should include both the implications of Immunizing

Jolnt business ventures, as woll 28 & review of the publlc policy matter

in the allowance of immunization of antl-competitive practices In

internatfonal commarclel aviation, The unintended negative cona:guances of
Increagad Iiberalization in financlal markets we have Just witness

underacore the nead for appropriate due diigence. Likswlss, |

mrr:?tfully raquest that yau urge DOT and DOJ te axerclae similar

festralnt,

Ws need to undersiond the consequences of permitting siratagically
imporiart companlea such as alriines to anter Into virtuel mergers with
foreign counterparte, Would the conirol mgechanisms and mnrkeung dacisions
of tha entity of the joint busineas agrasment confllst with Congresa

limits on foreign owaershin and cantrol? There are clearly Depeartmant of

hitp://mikulski-iq:800/iq/view_eml.aspx?rid=7942214&0id=2605834 10/27/2008
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Defense implicalions, as the faderal govemment dapends upen U.S, airlines
to carry troops and supples In warlime as our natien's Civil Resaive Alr

- Fieat. Are wa comfortable having forelgn carrlers farry our troops in
wariime? We also nesd to understend how the varlous natlons’ differing alr
safety regulations and labor laws and the oarriars’ tralning regimens
would be reconciled,

Additionally, we must address conoemns about polantially serlous job
gecurlty lssues with Amaricen Alriines' proposed joint business agreement.
As w# hava seen In the takeover of freight carrier Alrbome Express by
Qerman company DHL, international buginess deals ik this can have a
highly adverse impaot on U.S. workars. {n that Instance, 8,000 Ohlo
workers are now at risk of losing their jabs. Conirary ta popular ballef,
"capacity gharing® aangaments such as these are aclually a form of
Industry consolidation, potantially rasulling tn yat more hard-working
Americans’ jobs being sliminated.

Finally, there are (nternal constrainte that gall Into question

Amuarican Aliines’ abllity to entar Into this typa of business venture. [t
would be disappointing to recelve a regulatory rding that may
unintentionally prejudice current lawful arbitration procaedings.
Thank You vary much for coneldering my request.

Sincerely,

Mark Snyder

301 846-7719</MSG>

</APP>

http://mikulski-iq:800/iq/view_eml.aspx?rid=794221480id=2605834 10/27/2008


http://miku!8ki-iq;800/iq/view_enril.aBpx?rid'=7942214&oid=2605834

