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   January 2, 2009

USDA APHIS

RE:  
Docket ID APHIS-2007-0016 

Docket Title Draft EA and Petition for Syngenta's Alpha-Amylase Corn 

Pennsylvania Energy Resources Group supports approval of the Environmental Assessment and for USDA-APHIS determination of a nonregulated status for Syngenta Seeds’ event 3272, Docket No. APHIS-2007-0016, corn genetically engineered to produce an enzyme that facilitates ethanol production. 
Corn Amylase, as a specialty grain will benefit farmers, and enhance our ability to increase production 

of alternative energy.  The economic and energy security benefits from this product cannot be overlooked. 

Pennsylvania’s production agriculture and grain growers are ready to adopt technologies like corn amylase as a natural course in the development of agriculture, as shown by their rapid acceptance of other synthetic and genetically modified seeds, plants and products.  The state’s farmers can benefit from production of specialty grains, and have expressed a willingness to support ethanol production.  This technology will give them a new source of income while improving the sustainability of our rural economy.  

Pennsylvania Energy Resources Group is a strategic consulting firm that specializes in alternative and renewable energy projects, and we work with the biofuels industry and with agribusiness on a daily basis.  We are convinced that innovations like corn amylase are necessary for the biofuels industry to be competitive now, and to expand in the future. In order for US agriculture to continue to grow its share of a renewable energy independent future, we need approval for innovations like corn amylase.  

While Pennsylvania does not currently have any operating ethanol plants, several projects are in the permitting stages, and we have worked with another half dozen cellulosic ethanol projects which are currently in the planning process.

Much of the focus in Pennsylvania, because it is a corn deficit state, has focused on the environmental benefits of renewable fuels.  State government and regional organizations have strongly supported the development of cellulosic ethanol projects.  The technology underpinning Corn Amylase has the potential to make cellulosic ethanol an economic reality, including the use of corn stover as a feedstock.  PA-ERG sees corn amylase as helping move the industry more rapidly toward second-generation biofuels, which are critical in meeting the federal Renewable Fuels Standard and improving our ability to provide energy security for our future.

This technology, groundbreaking in its own right, is based on years of research and full scale field trials which demonstrated its positive impact on the environment, and economics of current ethanol production and its potential to enhance the next generation of cellulosic ethanol and other advanced biofuels.  

The corn amylase technology has an additional benefit of reducing the greenhouse gas emissions of ethanol throughout its production cycle, from farm to consumer, by cutting the need for energy and chemicals is corn production and lowering the energy needs in the distillation and evaporation processes during ethanol manufacture.  

Syngenta Corporation has promised to continue its testing program, and to maintain ongoing involvement of the company in management of this technology in the field.  The corporation has pledged to take extra steps beyond government requirements, to ensure the product is kept in closed loop systems and is used in ethanol facilities, both actions critical to production and the success of those ethanol operations.  

Syngenta has also taken action to educate and to provide opportunities for public dialogue with the industry.  Those actions continue.  This is not surprising, as we have seen this company repeatedly go the extra mile with all of its products, in the spirit of cooperation, environmental responsibility and public transparency.

Finally, we support approval of corn amylase because failure to do so would ignore the fact that we live in a global economy, and the challenges for US agriculture and renewable fuels cannot be based on parochial markets or thinking.  The fact that other competing nations, including Canada, Mexico, Australia and New Zealand have approved this new technology for importation creates a situation where failure to approve corn amylase could put American farmers and the domestic ethanol industry at a serious competitive disadvantage in the world ethanol marketplace.  

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this issue.

Sincerely,

John A. Nikoloff, President

Pennsylvania Energy Resources Group, LLC
200 N. Third Street, Suite 1100  ~  Harrisburg, PA  17101
Phone: (717) 233-8606  ~  Fax: (717) 233-8665  ~  Email: info@pa-erg.com
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