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Corporate aviation, as a whole, exists for the purpose of providing a business tool to enhance senior executive’s ability to grow their companies.  When companies grow, they provide a greater return to shareholders, hire people, retain vendors and pay more taxes.  

It is imperative in the business world that corporations are able to react and respond quickly in an ever-changing environment.  Corporate aircraft allow flexibility and provide mobility for increased productivity by senior executives.  More work can be accomplished in a shorter period of time.   

Implementation of the Large Aircraft Security Program (LASP) as currently written would hinder our company’s ability to respond quickly and decrease productivity.  Specifically, this will result in lost revenue and lost jobs.  In the best economy this is undesirable.  During a recession, the negative impact will be disastrous. 

Pittco, Inc. operates corporate aircraft under CFR Part 91 specifically because it provides more security to senior executives than other forms of air travel.  Our pilots are known.  Our passengers are known.  All of our executives, employees, and flight crews have current passports.  Anyone who boards our aircraft are known and identified.  Our baggage and cargo are under our control.  The vulnerability concern expressed within the LASP is non-existent.  

As written the LASP would impede the ability of senior executives to accomplish their jobs.  However, one key element of the LASP would be beneficial.  The proposed criminal history record checks (CHRC) and security threat assessments (STA) for flight crew would accomplish the purpose of reducing the perceived vulnerability without inhibiting the flexibility corporate aircraft provide.

I find the NPRM, as currently written, to be burdensome, costly, and bureaucratic.  It will not provide requisite security benefits to our already high level of security awareness and compliance, and it will further suppress our everyday liberties and freedoms the United States of America was founded upon.  I strenuously reject this proposal and ask the T.S.A. and D.H.S. STOP wasting our taxpayer dollars on ill-conceived regulations such as this.
Sincerely, 

Larry W. Meine
