I am the Chair for the Fire Department and the Co-Chair for the Fire Department that is merging. I have just recently completed the C.E.R.T. training class. I found it to be a great benefit. I live in a very small mountain community in Colorado more specific Gilpin County. I look forward to bringing in the FEMA programs via the fire department. 
Here are the challenges I face. 1. The Emergency Planner for our area is part time, so he wants just part time or nothing at all. 2. The Emergency Planner is the Chief of Police for another town in a different County. When ask what he would do if we had an emergency? Which area he would help? The answer was the one paying 8 to 5. So not much help with him but he does get paid by our County part time. 3. Our County has no Grocery Stores or Pharmacy; this was a problem when we received 8 foot of snow over night. 
So here is how I see to correct some of the problem. 
The year 2009 will have me on the phone with Homeland Security to see how many grants I can get for fire fighter training, citizen training. I have begun the NIMS course also look to proceed with College course for myself on Emergency Management Planning. This I hope we’ll provide as an asset to the community. Because I live in a gambling district many of the 1st responders know life and survival will be up to us. I feel the programs are much needed. 
The programs are very tough to bring into the mountains since most training is held in the metro area, many of the mountain residence will not travel to such a class. I also would like you to acknowledge that the volunteer work is more like a full time job in small communities. Each time I go before the County Commissioner it can take me up to 4 months to get approval on emergency programs. 
Please keep the programs it is important if the Fire Department can't get to someone in need. The hope of the sick or injured, and our hope as emergency workers, is the neighbor can provide first aid attention until we can arrive.
 Rural areas are not prepared due impart to lack of necessary funds and training. I would like to see more office of FEMA in the mountains. Last thought; a back country road may get you to a scene faster than a two lane mountain highway!

Thank You
Gail Maxwell

