December 22, 2008

Docket Management Facility
U.S. Department of transportation

1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE

Room PL—401

Washington, DC 20590-0001

Re.:
DOT Docket Number MARAD—2008—0096

To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is a response to the request for comments on the Interim Final Rule 46 CFR Part 393, as corrected in the Federal Register Volume 73, No. 212, p. 64885.
In the interim final rule MARAD has requested suggestions for potential or existing Marine Highway Corridors in order to offer alternatives to congested land based transportation options.  The interim final rule asks for recommendations that “provide transportation services for passengers or freight (or both) that may reduce congestion on landside infrastructure using documented vessels.”  The rule defines a Marine Highway as “the carriage by vessel of passengers and/or cargo that is loaded at a port in the United States and unloaded either at another port in the United States, or that is loaded at a port in the United States and unloaded at a port in Canada located in the Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway System; or loaded at a port in Canada located in the Great Lakes Saint Lawrence Seaway System and unloaded at a port in the United States.”  
Unfortunately, this definition does not address the freight and passengers carried between Maine ports and the ports of the Canadian Atlantic Maritime Provinces.  This waterborne commerce relieves congestion on roads and at border crossing between the US and Canada.  It is our recommendation that the definition include passengers and/or cargo moving between US ports and the ports of the Canadian Atlantic Maritime Provinces and that the rule be inclusive of corridors such as those between Halifax, NS and Portland, ME, Yarmouth, NS and Portland, ME, Yarmouth, NS and Bar Harbor, ME, St John’s, NF and Portland, ME, and St. John, NB and Portland, ME.  
Maine has had intermodal container traffic moving between the ports of Portland, ME and Halifax, NS for most of the last 17 years.  Portland also has a long standing passenger ferry service connection to Yarmouth, NS.  The passenger service between Yarmouth, NS and Portland, ME carried more than 50,000 passengers and more than 15,000 cars in 2007 alone, providing an alternative to land based transportation options.
In addition, Maine had an Intermodal Container Barge service between Portland and NY/NJ from 2007 to 2008.  The service moved more than 10,000 TEU between Portland and New York in that time and was linked to the paper mills, who were its principal customers, by rail to the port.  The barge service helped to provide Maine’s pulp and paper industry with an additional transportation option and removed thousands of trucks from the congested I-95 corridor.  Inclusion of the corridor between Portland, ME and NY/NJ would be helpful for continued growth and to relieve congestion.
On the Passenger side of waterborne commerce, the Canada/New England cruise industry provides a unique opportunity to relieve traffic congestion.  Tourism is Maine’s largest industry.  The cruise industry provides an opportunity for visitors to see the state, many for the first time, without creating additional traffic congestion.  In the 2008 cruise season, cruise ships logged some 212,000 passenger days in Maine ports.  Nearly all Canada/New England cruises originate out of Norfolk, Baltimore, NYC, NJ or Boston.  These cruises stop in many US ports along the way.
For Maine in particular, there are cruise ship connections from the Maine ports of Portland, Rockland, Bar Harbor and Eastport to other ports such as Norfolk, VA, Baltimore, MD, NY, NY, Bayonne, NJ, New London, CT, Newport, RI, Boston, MA and the Canadian ports of St John, NB, Yarmouth, NS, Halifax, NS, and Sydney, NS.  The Maine Port Authority would like to see these corridors also included in the Marine Highway Program and can work with MARAD to provide more detailed information regarding the shipping lanes, product types and itinerary details.

Please consider these suggestions on behalf of the people and businesses of Maine.  We look forward to working with MARAD and the US DOT on further development of the Marine Highway Program.

Sincerely,

John H. Henshaw, III

Executive Director

Maine Port Authority

16 State House Station

Augusta, ME 04333-0016

(207) 624-3564

john.h.henshaw@maine.gov
www.maineports.com
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Commissioner David Cole, MDOT
