From: omar garza [mailto:ojg13@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, November 11, 2008 11:02 AM

To: Miklozek, John

Subject: FW: HSACU

Mr. Miklozek,

Attached is an email from a Community Based Organization based in Deep South TX on the issue of a list developed by HACU listing those institutions who would be eligible for the new funding opportunities in relation to Section 7101 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (08 Farm Act) amending Section 1404 to include a new group of eligible Colleges and Universities, expressing a concern about those other Universities, such as UTPA in Edinburg, TX who has conducted Outreach, through its community engagement program for at least 10 years, in partnership with a major CBO and USDA partnerships and agreements.  Why should those universities, such as UTPA, be excluded when in essence, what they have been doing for so long is specifically that.

I hope that you will check with USDA agencies and find out who is doing the needed outreach to the Hispanic Farming and Ranching Community in South Texas and the entire Border Region of TX and even into New Mexico.  UTPA, through its partners has provided technical assistance, financial assistance, and on the ground grass roots assistance, for many years to that community.  It does have an excellent Biology Department which would be a component of other accredited degree program in agriculture related field.  I do not know anything closer than Biology to agriculture.

Thank you.

Omar J. Garza, Chairman

Texas Mexico Border Coalition CBO

956-481-3256 (Office)

956-481-3950 (Fax)

956-455-5147 (Cell)

ojg13@hotmail.com

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: ojg13@hotmail.com

To: hacu@hacu.net

CC: bennack@utpa.edu; cardenas@utpa.edu

Subject: HSACU

Date: Tue, 11 Nov 2008 08:53:45 -0600

Antonio Flores, PhD,

I am the Chairman of a Community Based Organization (Texas Mexico Border Coalition) based in deep South Texas.  Our focus is in outreaching to the Hispanic Farming and Ranching community through USDA funded programs.  Over the years, we have provided assistance, both technical, computing, and practical to thousands within that community.

I am also an employee of The University of Texas Pan Am in Edinburg, TX..  That University, through the leadership of George Bennack and others, such as myself have also provided technical, computing, and practical assistance to thousands of Hispanic Farmers and Ranchers along the border region of Texas and even into New Mexico.

I ran across the recommendation of HACU dealing with HSACUs and was alarmed to learn that UTPA was not include in the listing of those Colleges and Universities who would be eligible for funding under the new Section 7101 of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (FCEA).  UTPA does not have an Ag. School, but could qualify under the "other accredited degree programs in agricultural related fields. UTPA does offer a quality Biology degree program.

It is ironic that a university such as UTPA would not be included in your list after such a long and distinguished length of time of Outreaching to Hispanic Producers and their business.  It is also interesting to note that business and financial are not part of the criteria for inclusion in your list. UTPA has a business school equal to or better than others.  The Outreach component of the University through its Community Engagement Department has several collaborative agreements with that school and others, within the University, with several USDA funded projects. You need to do some research and ascertain, through USDA agencies, such as NRCS, RMA, FSA, CSREES, FSIS, AMS, CIVIL RIGHTS, APHIS/VS and other USDA Programs as to what UTPA has done.  I assure you, that UTPA has provided more outreach to many in the farming and ranching community than many on your list whom you say are qualified.  The end result is what matters and UTPA,s can match-up with most on your list, especially some that are questionable.

I ask that you check your information and include UTPA on that list because of the importance of funding issues.  There is no other university in our area that has done what UTPA has in Outreaching to the Hispanic Farming and Ranching community in South Texas and the Border Region of Texas and into New Mexico.  Thank You.

Omar J. Garza, Chairman

Texas Mexico Border Coalition CBO

PO Box 127

San Isidro, TX  78588

956-481-3256 (Office)

956-455-5147 (Cell)

956-481-3950 (Fax)

ojg13@hotmail.com 

