AD 2007-26-11: Comments resolution:

Comments from Dassault Aviation, Saint-Cloud, dated 28 January 2008.

Your comments regarding pressurized vessels- fire extinguishers in this case- comparing this to Oxygen cylinders in not the same. Fire extinguishers are required and are part of Type Certificate. These reserve oxygen cylinders are high pressure cylinders and are used for missions at high altitudes or to ensure respiratory aid for passenger feeling sick. This installation is based on aircraft operations and not Type certificated.  
The manufacturer has informed that there is a risk of high-pressure oxygen reserve cylinder tearing with sudden emptying which could cause explosion. Furthermore the manufacturer has also confirmed that they are not DOT approved. They comply to French regulation AIR 8515.
For operations in US typically pressure cylinders are approved to DOT requirements in 49CFR178. If they do not have DOT approval they need an equivalent level of safety approval or an AMOC to an AD. These cylinders belong to DOT specification 3HT which are lightweight in this case Aluminum alloy (instead of Steel) they are following disadvantages compared to Steel cylinders:
a) lower resistance to shattering

b) Greater susceptibility to damage

c) More stringent service testing is required

d) Limited calendar life.

In view of these reasons we believe in considering the safety of the aircraft only DOT approved cylinders must be used in aircraft for this type of application.
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