September 29, 2008

Office of Chief Counsel 

Federal Emergency Management Agency

500 C Street, SW Room 835 

Washington, DC 20472
RE:  Docket FEMA-2008-2009-0007, FEMA’s Draft National Disaster Housing Strategy 

Dear Regulation and Policy Team:

On behalf of the Katrina Housing Group, I am writing to express disappointment with the National Disaster Housing Strategy as released by the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) on July 21, 2008. Convened by the National Low Income Housing Coalition, the Katrina Housing Group is composed by 100 national and Gulf Coast organizations. We have worked on all major federal legislation in response to the housing needs of low income Gulf Coast residents since Hurricane Katrina. We advocate for the recovery and rehabilitation of the unprecedented loss of homes that were affordable to and occupied by low income people. 
 FEMA was required by the Post Katrina Emergency Management Act of 2006 (P.L. 109-295) to develop and present a comprehensive disaster housing plan by July 1, 2007. Even after taking an additional year to complete its work, no formal plan was outlined in the NDHS.  In fact, the strategy designates most of its responsibilities to a task force that has not yet been formed.

The NDHS as presented is not a strategy at all, but simply a collection of thoughts that conclude that another, non-existent entity tackle the chore.  We choose not to comment on any details in the NDHS as presented, because we consider the document to be wholly inadequate. We suggest that FEMA needs to go back to the beginning and start over. Further, we support the observations made by the Majority Staff of the Senate Homeland Security’s Post-Disaster Housing Investigation in their July 17, 2008 critique of the NDHS.

If  FEMA had prepared an actual draft strategy and done so within the time required by Congress, it might have been in place, and hopefully would have been instructive, for the Iowa and other Midwest floods, the California wildfires, numerous deadly tornadoes in Alabama, Texas and elsewhere, and for the $18 billion of insured loss from Hurricanes Gustav and Ike.
The citizens of our country deserve to be better served by their federal government. 
Sincerely,
Sheila Crowley, 
President and CEO of the National Low Income Housing Coalition 

On behalf of The Katrina Housing Group
