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22 July 2008

Division of Dockets Management (HFA- 305)
Food and Drug Administration

5630 Fishers Lane, Rm. 1061

Rockville, MD 20852

Dear Sir or Madam,

The American Association of Bovine Practitioners (AABP) respectfully requests a sixty
(60) day extension of the comment periad for Docket Number FDA-2008-N-0326, New Animal
Drugs; Extralabel Animal Drug Use; Order of Prohibition, as well as a postponernent of the
effective date of the rule.

The AABP believes that the final rule prohibiting the extralabel usc of cephalosporin
antimicrobial drugs in food-producing animals contains references and other information which
warrant careful consideration, review and comment. The AABP Board of Directors, the AABP
Commiltee on Pharmaceutical and Biologic Issues and the AABP Food Quality, Safety and
Security Committee take very seriously the public health implications of antimicrobial
resistance. The AABP is also concerned about the potential impact on the health and well being
of cattle related to the prohibition of extralabel use for an entire class of antimicrobials.

Due to the lack of an opportunity to comment prior to the final ruling, an extension of the
review period would enable the AABP to examine the available evidence, consider the impact of
the ruling, and provide constructive, informed comment. We urge the FDA to postpore the
eitective date of the rule a minimum of sixty (60) days to allow FDA to carefully review and
consider comments which it receives in the interim.

Sincerely yours,

M. Ptz edacw!ﬁ

M. Gatz Riddell, Jr.
Executive Vice President
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