Food and Drug Administration
5600 Fishers Lane
Rockville, Maryland 20857
Re: Docket # FDA-2008-P-0248-0001

To whom it may concern:

I am a member of Citizens for Health, the voice of the natural health consumer, and I am writing to express my concern about docket # -2008-P-0248-0001, the citizen petition filed by GlaxoSmithKline (and others) requesting that dietary supplement weight loss claims be classified as “disease claims”.

As a natural health consumer, I count on a variety of options for making my own informed health choices. Restricting supplement manufacturers’ ability to inform me about how their products can play a role in my efforts to be healthy not only undermines my right to know, but implies that I can’t be trusted with the responsibility to make my own health and wellness decisions.

I must also wonder about the true intent of this petition. The filers of the petition purport to be protecting consumers, but I believe their true motive is to protect the pharmaceutical industry from competition by the supplement industry. I feel it is no coincidence that one of the filers, GlaxoSmithKline, produces its own weight loss aid, alli™, and it comes as no surprise that they would do anything they can to protect their profits.

I implore you to put the rights of consumers ahead of the interests of the pharmaceutical industry and reject this citizen petition, docket # FDA-2008-P-0248-0001. Such a decision would go a long way toward dispelling growing public concerns about drug company influence at the FDA and show that you view consumers’ right to know as a priority.

Thank you, and I look forward to your reply,
