February 22, 2008 

Docket #FMCSA-2004-19608 

Docket Management Facility 

U.S. Department of Transportation 

Room W12-140 

1200 New Jersey Avenue, S.E. 

Washington, DC 20590-0001 

Re: Hours of Service of Drivers: Interim Final Rule 

Dear Sir/Madam: 

Bobby Lehmann Trucking supports the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration’s (FMCSA) December 17, 2007 Interim Final Rule on Hours of Service of Drivers (HOS). We urge FMCSA to retain the 11 hour driving limit and 34 hour restart provisions as published in the Federal Register notice. These HOS regulations have supplied the trucking industry valuable tools to promote driver safety, alertness and performance. 

Bobby Lehmann Trucking is a heavy hauling trucking company. We haul, almost exclusively, oilfield equipment. We have 40 trucks and drivers. 

The 11 hour driving limit has been very beneficial. This provision provides important flexibility for drivers to manage their schedules; particularly in times of unexpected delays such as traffic congestion, and has had helped in loading/unloading and other shipper scheduling matters. 

The pro-safety aspects of the 34 recovery and restart provision are real and it has enhanced the “quality of life” for our drivers. It is an essential part of the rules that adequately allows drivers to obtain an extended period for rest and recovery. 

In our view the new HOS rules have resulted in improvement in driver health, truck safety and overall highway safety. FMCSA must preserve the rules and the 11 hour driving and 34 hour restart provisions to continue the gains these regulations have provided to Bobby Lehmann Trucking and the trucking industry. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this proposal. 

Sincerely, 

Don Backen

Safety Director

Bobby Lehmann Trucking

Giddings, TX 78942

donbacken@verizon.net

