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Comments- Alaska DOT
Application of Data Exchange Formats

Standard development is a relatively black hole for most people.  Having summaries of the specific standards changes and timeframe for implementation would be helpful.  TMDD changes, for example, has been ongoing for several years.  Versions have been developed but not deployed.  Getting this information to state DOTs would be helpful as we update our regional architectures.

Interoperability Detail
Although not specifically addressed, data timeliness is dependent on an effective center-to-center communications network.  While the data sets may be available, establishing the data exchange may require improving the information technology network to allow real-time data transfer.  State DOTs may have fiscal constraints that restrict the capability to upgrade the communications network.  Developing a Concept of Operations and RTIP would be a significant accomplishment.  Getting resources to deploy this system for both centers may be a challenge.  The guidance should at least recognize these challenges when developing timing for the implementation.
 ATIS-01 Broadcast Traveler Information
Yes, through our Condition Acquisition & Reporting System/511Pooled Fund
Data Exchange Format Versions

Version changes often take years. Therefore, a good starting point is to have the current information on the proposed changes and when the changes are expected to take place.   

Functional Area/Requirement Description

Since we are several years away from data exchange, appears the information is sufficient.  This view may change once we get around to actual deployment. 

Optional Elements

No changes identified at this time 

ITS Standards Use
Road weather information is among the more mature real-time information sources for some state DOTs.  Alaska DOT has a representative, through the AURORA RWIS Pooled Fund, on the TMDD standards committee.  Standard changes are in general a time-consuming process.  The new TMDD version that incorporates road weather is still in the development process.  It is our understanding that road weather is not covered in the RTIP Specifications for this reason.  We anticipate using this standard in the future.  The guidance should recognize the deliberate process for standards changes that is the norm.  Although not designed for real-time information exchange, Alaska is involved with Global Justice XML. 

Data Exchange Certification

Clearly an independent data exchange format certification is important to many state DOTs.  These agencies do not have the expertise or resources to certify these formats.  Having a certified, working exchange format available improves system design, implementation, and maintenance.

Operational Practices
Alaska’s primary delivery for real-time data exchange has been via the web with the 511 traveler information and road weather program (RWIS).  There are some inquiries in data exchange.  These needs have been met through the ESS-to-Center data files (RWIS) and a 511 data archive.  Alaska does not have a traffic operations center.  Virtual traffic management center (TMS) operates out of a commercial vehicle weigh station in Tok, Alaska.  However, this TMC is minimally manned with priority on CV operations.  To date, there has minimal interest in developing real-time data feeds.  First responder operations centers are also minimally manned outside normal duty hours, so real-time data feeds has not been a need.  That may change as travel time and congestion sensors are deployed.             
