Labeling and Advertising of Wines, Distilled Spirits and Malt Beverages (Notice No. 73) 
Comments on Nutritional Content for Wine Labels

To Whom It May Concern


As small winery of 1500 cases, the burden that would be placed on us to comply would be disastrous. Many of the wineries in our size range are producing mostly small lots of 150 cases. These wines are the market niche of small wineries and they will be impacted to an incredible level raising the cost of complying in some of these cases to the level of the cost of the grapes themselves!  If this happens, the number of small, high-quality wine producers will dwindle and the market will be left with a flood of the corporate winemaker’s lower-quality, more highly processed wines.

Wine is uniquely a "produce like" product - a true reflection of the very variable grapes from which it is made. Therefore, each batch, which in our case may be very small, usually less than 1,000 bottles, will have a unique composition. The new requirements will place a very expensive burden upon our winery and other small wineries like it. Wine is not a product prepared to a recipe but reflective of the very variable fruit from which it was made. Since fresh and variable products like fruits and vegetables are typically not required to provide nutritional information labeling, it is reasonable to exempt wine from this requirement.  Wineries are already required to accurately label the alcohol content in % by volume and have it clearly and separately listed on the label of every bottle of wine. To add a nutritional facts label that targets the alcohol content of the wine and how many calories you receive per-serving from that alcohol is redundant and insulting to the intelligence of the consumer.  


To have a nutritional facts label implies that the contents of the package are to be consumed for nutritional purposes.  Where then, does the Government Warning fit in?  The language of the Government Warning next to a nutritional facts label seem contradictory and confusing to me.  Providing additional information that the consumer is not asking for through the serving facts panel will not, in reality, provide very much consumer benefit. Yet to require every batch, from every winery, every year, to have a modified and custom label that provides these facts will be a tremendous burden on wineries, especially small wineries.  


We believe that there should at the very least be an exemption for small wineries (<5000 cases/year) to this rule.  Most wineries of this size sell the majority of their product directly to the consumer through tasting rooms or at boutique wine stores where people shop expressly for wine or alcoholic beverages.  At these locations, there are knowledgeable employees that can help a consumer with any questions about alcohol content and the process by which the wine is made.

We are also very concerned with how this additional labeling will need to be reported and filed.  Will there be YET ANOTHER agency we need to report to?  What do nutritional facts have to do with the Tax and Trade Bureau?

Sincerely,

Juliet Pouillon

Domaine Pierre Noire

170 Lyle-Snowden Rd.

Lyle, WA 98635

