SLABEN

- “s Hi (s B H P PR XY
i : : » I

Oregon State Public Interest Research Group i
1536 SE 11th Avenuc, Portland, OR 97214 (503) 231-4181
fax (503) 2314007 » www.ospirg.arg

National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

Attn: Docket Management

DOT Docket #NHTSA 02-114189

Docket Management Office, Room PL-401
400 Seventh Street, SW

Washington, BC 203580

Fax: 202-493-2251

‘Dear Secretary Mineta:
I am submitting comments regarding DOT Docket #NHTSA 02—11419,‘£ﬁ2(gci

Please significantly increase the fuel economy of RAmerica’s cars and light
trucks. DOur current level ¢f oil consumption is a threat te the environment
and our national security.

America should reduce 0il consumption by one third by 2020. Increasing
vehicle fuel economy standards to forty miles per gallen by 2013 does this
and saves billions of dollars annually, protects the environment, curbs
giokal warming pollution, and enhances national security.

The proposed increase of only 1.5 miles per gallen by 2007 is negligible and
is less than the 25% increase automakers have already announced their
willingness to do by 2005. Furthermore, it dees virtually nothing to
decrezse our dangerous dependence on oil.

Studies demonsltrate automakers could double our fuel eccnomy over the next
decade while improving safety. There is no reascn teo centinue to allow light
trucks t¢ maintain their low fuel ecconomy averages when technology exists to
greatly improve them. The transportation sector of America is a profound
contributeor of carbon dioxide emissions, one of the key air pollutants
responsible for global warming. Increasing fuel econemy standards to an
average of forty miles per gellon by 2013 would pravent the emission of
nearly 350 million tons of carbon dioxide a year, approximately a 20%
reduction in global warming emissions from automobiles.

Americans deserve more than the 1.5 mile per gallon increase you propose.
Please use your suthority te serve the best interest ¢f the American people
and require a fuel economy standard of 40 miles per galleon by 2013 for both
passenger cars and light trucks. Thet will save Americans money, protect our
beautiful homeland and enhance national security.

Thank you for your immediate action on this important matter.

Sincerely,

hawma ThA—

Liaura Etherton
OSPIRG Field Director

s

cc: Senator Ron Wyden, Senator Gordon Smith
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