
Oregon State Public Interest Research Grmp 
1536 SE 11th Avcnuc. Podand, OR 97214 (503) 231-4181 
fax (503) 231407 www.ospirg.org 

N a t i o n a l  Highway Traffic S a f e t y  A d x i n i s t r a t i o n  

A t t n :  Docket Management 
DOT Docket #NHTSA 02-11419  
Docket Management O f f i c e ,  Room RL-401 
1100 Seventh S t r e e t ,  SW 
Washington, DC 2 0 5 9 0  
Fax: 202-4 93-2251 

Dear S e c r e t a r y  Mlneta: 

I am s u b m i t t i n g  comments r e g a r d i n g  DOT Docket #NHTSA 02-11419- 

P l e a s e  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  i n c r e a s e  che fuel economy of &nerica's cars and light 
trucks. O u r  c u r r e n t  level of o i l  consumption i s  a t h r e a t  t o  t h e  environment 
a n d  o u r  national s e c u r i t y .  

(Qq 

America s h o u l d  reduce  o i l  c o n s w p t i o n  by one t h i r d  by 2 0 2 0 .  I n c r e a s i n g  
vehicle f u e l  economy s t a n d a r d s  t o  1Iorty m i l e s  per g a l l o n  by 2013 does t h i s  
and s a v e s  billions of dollass a n n u a l l y ,  protects. t h e  environment, c u r b s  
g l o b a l  warming pollution, and enhances n a t i o n a l  security. 

Tte proposed i n c r e a s e  of o n l y  i . 5  miles p e r  gallon by 2007 is negligibie and 
is less than the 2 5 8  increase a'utomakers have slready anr.ounced t h e i f  
w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  do by 2005. Furthermore,  it does virtually noth ing  t o  
decrease our dangerous dependence on o i l .  

Studies demonstrate automakess could double cur  f u e l  eccnomy over  t h e  next  
decade w h i l e  improving s a f s t y .  
t r u c k s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  l o w  f u e l  economy averages  when technology e x i s t s  eo 
g r e a t l y  improve them. 
c o n t r i b u t o r  of carbon d i o x i d e  emissions, one of  the k e y  a i r  p o l l u t a n t s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  for g l o b a l  warming. Increasing fueJ.  economy standards to an 
average of f o r t y  miles per g e l l o n  ky 2013 would pravent  the @mission of 
n e a r l y  350 million t o n s  of carbon d i o x i d e  a year, t p p r o x i m s t e l y  a 2 0 %  
r e d u c t i o n  i n  g loba l  warming emissions f r o m  au tomobi les .  

Thcre is no reason t o  ccnt inc le  to a l l o w  l i g h t  

The r r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sector o f  America i s  a prvfound 

Americans deserve mora t h a n  the 1.5 m i l e  per g a l l o n  increase you propose. 
Please nse your a u t h o r i t y  t o  s ~ r v e  t h e  best i n t c r e s c  cf the American people 
and require a f u e l  economy s t a n d a r d  a f  40 miles p e r  gallon by 2 0 1 3  f o r  b o t h  
passenger ca rs  and l i g h t  t r u c k s .  That will save Arncricans money, p r o t e c t  o u r  
beautiful horr.eland and enhance nacional s e c u r i t y .  

Thank you for your immediate a c t i o n  on this impor tan t  m a t t e s .  

Sincere1 y ,  

H m  Wk- 
Laura  E t h e r t o n  
O S D I R G  F i e l d  3irector 

cc: S e n a t o r  Ron Wyden, Senator Gordon S m i t h  
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