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La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule 
nternational President J i m  La  Sala has written\ 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30. req-uesting tha t  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
recent$-issued regulation which could disqualih] 
commercial d~ivers '  license (CDLj holders from 
-' ving cnmmer::ial motor vxhicies rC>\/IVsl if t k e y  
are  convicted of c e r m i ~  serious traffic violations 
commiited while operating a non-CMV (see 
Seprrmber-Ocrober 2W2,  In 'Transit, ?age 81. 
Disqu2iiiiczi;i,3Ii mil  aiso ~ c c ' ~ r  foI!~wlng any 
convicxion for 3 drug  or alcohol-related offense 
committed while driving a passenger vehicle. 

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods 
The new pe:;a,i: :S fcr r . o r -CbZ : : )~~ ic t io r i s  3rt 

t h e  sapx as the p x a l t i e s  i'or 03e:ises committed 
.---* fl,,LLllc . 1 drriving 2 <;#ni. [jntje:- c?.;,~. r u l e ,  z CZL 
kclder wl!; t e  disqcalifizci for 60 cays af'te; 3 
second zocviczion hvoiving a ncin-CMV within a 
three year Fer:od, and  for 120 days following a 
rhird or silbsequent conviction. 

. .  

The new reguia- 

I tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website a t  http:  i!.cvww.access.gpo._eov/su docs/  
fedreg/ a x 0 7 3  IC.  html. 

changed. the new rule "will needlessly threaten the 
!ive!ihoods of tens af chousands of ATU members, 
.- . ~,veli as other CDL hclders, *?thou[ any com- 
mensurate benefit in terms of  safety." 

"Simply pLt," La Sala wrote, "why should anyone 
wiio receives two speeding tickecs while drivlng his 
o w n  cfir have his job placed in jeopardy, rt:garrlless 
cf his professional safety record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the 
ruie." 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
rion g"es beyond ihe lang-iage of the statute on 
which it is based, a r d  ccncludes, T h e  ATU is 
-i;rqx.xd to seek judicial review i o  Frotee: the 
icrerescs of its members iE this matter. We would 
hope. however, chat court proceedings would be 
unnecessary in this case, where the poiicy is wrong 

w 

In his lerrer La Sala asserted that,  if left un- 

and legal error so easiiy corrected." 

I LVrjte )bur Qvvn Letter tu Secretarv hiineta: 
f 

ATJ CCL ';1emDers are urges lo :wire io Transportaoon Secretary Norman Mvlineta to ask nrm to reccnsiaer the new CZL 
regulaticn (see aaove) wnicn couid neeoiess;y put nany ATU nembers and other CDL hoiders out a i  JGrk. A sample ierter is 
provided oelaw that mernbers mav use as ?he basis of a ietter rhey write in their own words The ierter can also be sent 
eiec: :onmiv 3y ;ong f o  litto %vww U P : O ~ V O I C O  org/camoa/gn/ccl, ~r ciicxing on ?he appropriate /inK xi the ,-TU websire, atu org. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 70590 

Re: Docker Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 -6 4q 606 / 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker, and a inember of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742), 
requiring States to disquaiii'!/ a commercial drivers' license (CDL)  holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
CCMTi) if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operaring a non-CMV. 

Under this ;iew rule, I could iose my CDL. and thus my job, if I receive more than one speeding ticket within 3 

three year period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers' license. This was ciearlv :io[  lis intent (21' (:.ingress, 3.viiich authorized the FMCSA to require the disqualifi- 
cation 
her  iion-l:ornrnercialdri\..ers' license i-evoiwu. cancellea or xuspendeu by the State. 

C 3 L  iiolder'j ICMV dr iv ing  jm7,iieges onlv ,ifter ;he person has been both convicted and has had his/ 

?lc.zse. recpnsrcier -his i-iiie :.mi m e n u  ;it: 
job could be ut stake! 



ha Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule 
tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website at  ht;D: iiwuiu..access.~po.rsC)TilSU docs ' 
ferj-ee I !aC"_0;3 1 c . h n n i .  

&ar,ged. the new n i e  "will neediessi:,. theater_ the 
live!ihcods o!' terx ol thousands of ATE mermers ,  
as wei! as orher C 3 L  hoiciers. ~ 3 t h o ~ r  any ccm- 
mensurzct  benei% in terms oi safety." 

"Simply put," Sa Saia xvrrxe, "why shouid anyone 
wno receives two speedicg tickets while dr ivng .his 
3~11 czr ha7:e hili jc,i> ~laceci ic jeoparriy, r~.ear~iless 
01' hi5 proiessionai sat'en; record? ... no[ only is this 
policy wrong, bui there is n o  sracutor/ basis for the 
rule." 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
ticri goes beyond the iangcagt: o f ~ h e  statuee on 
which it is based, and conciudes. 'The L A X I  is 
-;r~-,ar:d 10 seek judiciai remex 10 pioiecr The 
,;,rzrests c i  its inemcers in this matter. We wcni!d 
lic,e, I ' iowr~er, that COLE prcceedings ~ ~ l i l d  b e  
unnecessary in this case, wnere the policy is wrong 

6 

Ir. hls letrer La Sala asserted thar. if left un- 

and legal error so easiiy correcred." 

\%+? ; ~ ~ L I , v  ow:'; LG%. f . n f i ~ y  fg S.ecretq/ /din&;: 
A T 9  C3L niembes arc urged :o writ6 to 7msoortarion Secrerarv Norman Minera io ~ S K  him io iewnside i  the new CL7L 

regulation (see above) whim could needlessly cur inany ATU members and other CSL holders out oi work. A sample ierter is 
providad  elo ow ihar members mav use as thE basis of a ietfer they wrire in ;heir own words. The ietter can also be sent 
e!ec:ioii/csi/y q going IO nrtc::lwww.c,~~onvoice.oru!camoaion.lMi, o i  c:icking on the appropriae link on ihe ATU websiie, aiu.oia. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secietary, US. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Ce: Docket Yos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and  FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker. and a inember of the Aiiialgainated Transit Union (ATE), I strong!\; urge you to reconsider 
the new rule receiirly issiiea by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67  FR 39742), 
requiring States to disqualify a coininercial drivers' iicense (CDL) holder froin driving a commercial inotor vehicle 
i CXV) if they are convicted ofcercaiii serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV. 

Under this new ruie. 1 could lose in? C 3 L ,  and  thus in!' j ob ,  i f !  receive more than one speeding tic!;et within a 
thrze year period e while operating my ow11 personai vehicle. regardless of whether my State revoKes my personal 
di-ive:.~: iicense. Thls was cieariy !io1 iliz intent o r  Congress. ivvnicil autiiorized the FTdCSA to require the disquaiifi- 
. x i o n  231- iioider's CfdV driving ;,riviieges oniy :tier rhe person has been imth convicted and  has had tiis/ 
her non-eommerciai drivers'  license revoited. cancellea or suspenued by t h e  Srate. :r 

?!z>Se. reconsider :his i-uie m a  m e n u  its ?revisions i3 conforr, ivitil ;.ecjuire:xenrs :e: forth , ~ y  i3Lingress. My 
job couid be  a t  stake! 



La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule 
nternational President Jim La Sala h a s  written 
co Secretary of Transportation Norman WIineta, I October 30, requesting tha t  the Federal Motor 

Carrier S a f e t y  Administration reconsider a 
recently-issaed reg:lation which could disqualifv 
commercial drivers' iicense (CDi) holders frcn 

are ccnvicted of tain seriogs traffic vioiaricns 
ccmixit.ted while operating a non-CMTi (see 

dr?/ii~S C3E:nit:C motor vei:icles (CYVSI iI they 

r-C.c:.gi;er 2002, in Transit,  page 81. 
cat:;in :+.I! also OC'CST !ailowLrcg x i y  

conviction for a drug or aicDhol-related offense 
conimitred while driving a passenger vehicle. 

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods 
The nz:v pennltizs fer ncr.-CR/IV cc~vic :~or ; s  ATE 

:he same as ~ 3 e  per,a!ties :(>I- offe 

>older i d 1  be d i squa i iAed  for 60 da:rs a,er a 
second conviccion invclving a rion-CMV within a 
rhree year period. ana for 120 days foilowing a 
third or subsequent  conviction. 

- -  &-ivizz 1 Z) ;FT .  ~ ~ : d e r  :!lis 

The new regula- 

tion can  be o b t a i n e d k o m  the Federal Register 
website at h ~ t p : , ' I ~ v . a c c e s s . c l p o . ~ o v ! s u  docs I 
fedreg / a02073 1 c. h tml. 

In his lecter La  Sala asserted that, if left un- 
chanced, ,_ the new rule "will needlesslv threaten the 
livelihoods o i  tens of thousands of -%TU members, 
zs well 2.5 ocher CDL hoiders. without m y  corn- 
mexscrate benefit in t e r x s  of saizrq;." 

"Simply put." La Sala wrote, "why should anyone 
who receives two speeding tickets while driblng his 
cw-1 car have his job placed in jeopardy. rcgaxiless 
of ills professional safety record? ... nor only is this 
policy wrong, biit there is no statueory basis for the 
rule." 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
LICE goes Leyoi;d the i a z q a g e  of ;he statute on 
w'iicn ir is Sased, and concludes, "The ATV is 

ir,tsrzsts of its members in  this matter. We WGuld 
h ~ p e ,  ho;xjeTJer, chat CWIY prxeedings would be 
unnecessary in this case, where tne policy is wrong 

w 

1 

~ 

*: 

;repa.r?yj see,!< ir.diciEi re\ilew to prccx: :he 

ar,d legal e r r o r  so easily corrected." 

VV?,?~ Y ~ u r  Own L2tfe.r tc Secretary ithhefa: 
,476 Cu"L members are urge@ io w i i &  io T;ana;orrarion Seaerary Norman hlineta ?o asK !him to ;econs/der the oew CDL 

reguiarion (s6e abuve) whicn couid needlessly ,gui many ,472 7iemDers and oiher CU"1 hoiders oui s i  worK. A sample letter is 
proviaea' beiow ihai memDers may use as rhe basis o i  a ki ter  they wriie in their own words. Tne iefier can aiso be sent 
dec:ronica/iy by gomg :c htto:.'lwww. unionvcice. cru/camaa!gn.lcd/, or ciicx(ng cn ihe appropriafe /inK 3n ihe A TU Lvebsiie, m. 
Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, US. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As 3 transit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742), 
requiring Stares to disquaiify a commerciai drivers' license (,CDLj liolder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
iCh1V) if' they 3re convicted of certain serious traffic violations coinmitted while operating a non-CMV. 

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL. and thus my job. i f  I receive more than one speeding ticket within 3 

three year period while operating my own personal vehicle. regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers' license. This was iieariy not the intent o f  Coiigress. vhich auiiiorized the FivlCSX lo require the disquaiifi- 
~ : ~ C ~ C J I I  i>t's C'3L :iD!dc:.~: ih i ' i  S;rivi;ig ; j t  i:.iie;e: only .frcr -.he person :.as been both convicted and has had his/ 
her non-commerciai drivers' license revoked. cancded  or susperiued bv the State. 

. ,  

?!esse. I'F;'COI?SIU?: :his X I Z  ;<IIG dmC!~c! 'ts ;!i-(ovis!ocs :a conibrin -\ViI!l d-,e i'?q7Li!reine:its set TOr th  %)' Congress. ?ffy 
job could be a t  stake! 



La Sala Urges Mineta to ReconSider New CDL Rule 
nte rna t ionbpr  Csident J im  La Sala has  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman n/lineca, I Cctober 30, requesting tha t  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
r e c e n 1.1 y - issue d reg u 1 a t  i o n which c o u 1 d d i s qu a1 if3r 
commercial drivers' license (CDL) holders from 
driving commeriri i  motijr vehicies (c>lVsj if the;? 
;re convic:ed of certain serious trsi-fic violaiiocs 
c2mmitted whik  c2erating a non-CMV issz 
Sqtember-Octoker 3002, In Transit, page 8). 
E;iisciual!Acaiion will a k c  vxl-lr f3ilowIxg any 
t:3n:'ictioii for 
committed while driving a passenger vehicle. 

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods 

drug  or alcohol-relaced offense 

The E ~ Y J  r,ezaitles for nor-CMV c o c  
the same as :he ixnal t ies  for offcnses conxnitted 

koide; will be disqualified for EO days &er a 
zeccr,d conviction invclving a nori-CMV wi-hin a 
Ihree year pericd, and  for 120 days foilowmg a 
third o r  subsequent  conviction. 

;;j>.l:e & i . . r i r g  a c:4F4-. Y I J ~ ~ Y  :his rule, >L CZL 

The new regula- 

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website a t  ht tp:  i :~anN.access.9po.~ov./su docs/  
fedre I g / a0 2 0 7 3 1 c . h m i .  

changed. the new r d e  "wiil needlessly threaten the 
!iveiihoods of tens of thousands of AT2 members. 
2s weil 2s other CDL hclders, withcut any COIE- 
mensurate becefit ii; ternis of safety." 

"Sin:piy put," L a  S d a  wrote, "why should anyone 
who  recei.,res two speeair.g tickecs while drMng his 
0 1 . k ~ l  c x -  hzve his job pi~ceci in jeopard!/-, regardless 
of his professional safety record? ... not oniy is this 
policy wrocg, but  there is no staturory basis for the 
rule. " 

The Ietter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
tior, goes k y o n u  the lqg t lzge  of :he scatlire on 
which it is based. aria concludes, ' T i e  i?;Tii is 

interests or its members in t!iis maner .  We would 
hope, hcwever. that court proceedings r5iTOdd ce 
unnecessary in this case, where tne poiicy is wrong 

R 

In his lerter La Sala asserted that,  it' left un- 

. _  . _ . ,  p-:yxrLr"? _O S.WK j:1l:lC:si r ~ f i e i i i  : ~ 1  prciecr [he 

and legal error so easily corrected." 

ATU C 3 L  members are q e a  to wire '0  T,'ansoorra:/cn 3ac:erary Morman M:e!a to ~ S K  him ro reccnsiaer :he new CJL  
reguEtion (See m o v e )  d w h  could neea/essly out manv ATU memers  and other CGL holaers our ci work A sample ierter IS 

orowded beiocv that members may use as the Oasis of a /etler rhey wrire in /her own words. The letter can aiso be sent 
elec:ronrca& ~y _o0/17g 10 :xrp iwww uniof voice craicsmpti/cnlcal, or ci:cking on the appropriate /ink rhe ATL' weasire, aru org-. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman blineta 
Secretary, U S .  Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker. and a inember o i t h e  Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration [FMCSA) (67 FR 39742), 
requiring Stares to disqualify a coininercial drivers' license (CDL) holder from driving a cominercial motor vehicle 
t CMV) i f  they are coiivicteu of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV. 

Under this new ruie. I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, i f 1  receive inore than one speeding ticket within a 
three year period while operating my own personal vehicle. regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
J i - i b m '  licznse. This was cieariy not i!ie intent of Congecs. i,viilc!i authorized the FMCSA io require the disqualifi- 
w i o i i  01.3 C 3 i  ho!uer';: c"vIV driving :iriviieges only ir ter me person iias been both coiivicred and has had his/ 
her non-curnmerciai drivers' license rovoi<eci, cancelled or suspended by the State. 

?!ense. xwnsicer  : i x  ;.liit: ;XU >inend its p rO\ f !S ia i lS  yo c2r.ioi.m . i . if l i  ::?.e ;q;:irc!nenrs .;e: <o:-th iy,r Congress. M y  
job couid be Lit stake! 

> 



La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider New CDL Rule 
nternational President Jim La Sala h a s  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30, requesting tha t  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
re c e :I :l y - i s s u e d reg u 1 at i o n which c o 11 1 d d i s qua 1 i fi] 
z3mnerci i l  d-ivers' license (CGL) holders fieom 

zre comicted oi' cexa in  serious traffic violatioils 
ccmmitted while dperating a Don-CMV [see 
Sqiember-Ocrober 2002, in Transit.  page Si. 
Liisqua!ificaricri will ais0 occur follcwing an:; 
conviction for a drag  or alcohol-related offense 
commitzed while driving a passenger vehicie. 

driving C G " n C l d  rrotor vehicles (CM7J:j\ ii' they 

Needlessly Th rea tens Livelihoods 

rhe s a x e  as rhe penaizes  ior offenses c3nm 

hoider wili be disquziified for 53 zays x?er 2 
secor . i  convicrion invQlving a A ~ ~ - C M Y  ivi thn a 
three year period. and  for 120 cays follcuing a 
third or subsequent  conviction. 

-7 I n z  -yew perxities f3r noc-CW? ccnv:c~icns ars 

: . v ~ ~ I C  dr:vi=o' a C ? j f : J .  L-nder t:lis 21.2, zL (32:- 

The new regula- 

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website at u p :  l i ~ ~ . a c c e s s . ~ p o . ~ o v / s u  docs/  
fedreg/a02073 lc.htm1. 

In his letter L a  Sala asserted that. if left un- 
changed, the new rule "will needlessly threaten the 
livelihoods of ;ens of thousands of ATU members, 
as wd1 as other CDL holders, x ~ t h o u t  any co~li-  
nexxuraLe benefit in krms or' safety." 

himply put," La Saia \ti;ote, "why should anyone 
who ret-ives twr) speeding rickets while driving his 
cim car nave his joh ;,laced in jeopardy. regsrdess 
of ?lis professional safery record? ... not only is this 
policy wrocg, but  there is no statutory basis for the 
rule. " 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
tion goes I ~ e ~ ~ o G i l  the 1a.guage of the statute on 
whicn it is based, and concludes, "The LYN is 
pr*:?a-e'-i seek judicial review to p-xeix rke 
interests of ics rnenbers in this matrer. W e  would 
hope, however, thar c3urt proceedings wcuid Se 
unnecessaq in this case, where the polic:, is wrong 
and legal error so easily corrected." 

..P . 

- WMe Y ~ u r  Chvn Fettsr io Szcreta-v ,Cline:a: 
A T 2  C3L rnemcei-s are urgea :o ,+iIfe :o Tralisocr:mx Secrera!!' Vormn Wneta :o asx ?in; ts i-econsider ihe new CDL 

reguktion ;see acoveJ wrich could ieeo/es:/v pur miinv ATU nembers and cfner C3L hoiders out of work A samoie ierler s 
proviaea below ihat merncers may use as rhe basis of a ierter they wrire in ther owr words The ietter can also be sent 
e!ec:ronm/y by gang IC hrtp :'lwww Jln/onvc/ce srcicampaiancd, or mcxing ;n the dopropriare /ink on 'he 4TU weosite, alu or2 

Dare: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Yos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker, and a inember of the  Analgamated Transit Union IATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742), 
requiring States to disquaiify a coininerciai drivers' license [CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
( CMV) if they are convicted of Lertain serious traffic violations committed wnile operaring a non-CMV. 

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL, and thus my job. if I receive more than one speeding ticket within a 
three year period while operating iny own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers' iicense. This was ciearly not ihe inrznt or'Congre 
, m i o n  o t  L~ f_3iJ hoIcler.5 (3MV driving priviieges only :ift?r :!le Ixrmri  hx i m n  both convicted and tias had his/ 
her nan-cornmerciai drivers' license revoked. cancclled or suspended 

iviiicli authorized the FMCSX to require the disaualifi- . -  

rhe Stare. 

job could b e  d t  stake! 



La Sala Urges Mineta to ReconSider New CDL Rule 
nternational President Jim ?a-.Szlla h a s  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta. I October 30, requesting that  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify 
ccmmercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from 
drivin2 commercisi motor vehicles (c3,iVsj if they 
are c o c v i c t e d  of certain serious t raff ic  violations 
comnit ted while onerating a non-CMv (sze 
Se;3k?mber-October 2002, In Transit.. pacje 8). 
LjisC;u;llificatii)il will aiso occLir fcllcwlng any 
ccnvicticn for a d r ~ g  or alcohol-related cffense 
committed while driving a passenger vehicie. 

Needlessly Threat ens Livelih o ods 
The new pendries  fcr ncr . -CWi  c o r i - - ~ ~ t i c i x  ar-: 

the same as the  penalries fcr cfftxses aLimmitt<:! 
while d;iving a ~:M3. CcLt:. chi:5 r : ie9 5 X3I. 
hoider wiil be disqLa1;fi-c for 3 davs z f t c  a 
secc;r,d comic  :ioE invci-iing a r_on-C MV tvithin a 
three year period, a n d  for 123 days following a 
third or  subsequent  conviction. 

- .  

The new regula- 

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
websi t e at ht tp:  I lwww . access.  gpo . gov / su docs / 
fedreg/a@2073 I 1c.html.  

changed, the new rule ”will needlessly threzten the 
live!ihoods of tens of thousands of IITU members, 
2s we!!  as otker  CCL hdders ,  without a r j  COII,- 

ineiisuzte benefit ir: terrris o i  safety.” 
“Simply put,” La Sala wrote, “why should anyone 

who receives TWO speeding tickets while drixng his 
cw? o x  h.ve his job ?!aced ic fecpardji, regardless 
of his professional d e q  record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, bu t  [here is no statutory basis for the 
ruie.” 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
tion ,goes beyond the IziiguAge of the statute o n  
which it is based, and concludes. “The ATE is 
pre?ar& to seek judicial rwiew to ;roiec: the 
intercsis 01’ its members in chis matter. VJ? would 
hope, iiowmer, ?ha: court proceedings wccia be 
unnecessar:; in this case, where tne policy is wrong 

w 

In his letter L a  Sala asserted that, if left un- 

and legal error so easily corrected.” 

Write Your Own F&fe.r to Secretary iCl;neix 
ATb CGL members s r ~  urgec ‘c !n/rire io T*siisL?omrion Secerarv Ncrmsn iWneta io mi him :G ieconsider :he new CBL 

regmt ion (see above) which couid neeaiessiy pur mdny 4TU memuers d n u  orher C31 hoiders our of ’NO~K.  A sample lerier is 
provldea beiow ihat members may use as rhe basis of a letter ibey wrire in their own words The letter can slso De senf 
2!eL,,-miCsiiy 3y gomg fc hi@ /www unionvcic9 oru~camcaionlc3/, or clicking on ihe aaprcp:iaIe /ink or; the 4 TII 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, U S .  Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 30590 

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

A s  a transit worker, and a inember of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATIJ), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Currier Safety Administration (FMCSAj (67 FR 49742), 
requiring States to disqualify a coininerciai drivers’ iicense (CDL)  holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
(CMV) if  they 3re convicred of certain serious Traffic vioiations committed while operating a non-CMV. 

L‘nder this new rule. I could lose my C3L. and thus my job: if I receive more than onc Deeding ticket within 3 

three year period while operating my own personal vehicie? regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers‘ licsnse. This was ciearlv no[ the intent or’ Congress. whlch ,mthot-lzed the FMCSA to require the disqualiii- 
~311~11: 0 f 2  CDL iiolder’s C M I ’  ciriving priviieges only : i ter  die person iias been both convicted and has  h;ld his/ 
her iion-commercial iirivers’ iicense revokeu. canceiled o r  suspended ! ) y  the State. 

?lease. recms iae r  :!lis wic ana :iiiienii 11s :,I.n\*isioils Lo conibrm .\ii;h :he ;ec!uireixenrs se: fortti h.,~ C ~ ) I ~ ! I T C S S .  ?,‘I? 
job could be ; i t  stake! 



La SalB‘,U;ges Mineta to ReconSider New CDL Rule 
nterna thna l  President Jim La  Sala h a s  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30, requesting that  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify 
conmercial drivers’ license (CDL) holders from 
driving corr:mercial motor vehicles (c?dVs) if they 
are  convicred of ceriain serious traffic violations 
csrrimitted while cperating a non-CMV (see 
Seprember-October 2G02. In Transit,  pa,ae 8). 
Cisqualificaticn wiil aiso o c c x  following’ any 
conviction for a drug  o r  alcohol-related offense 
commit-ted whi!e driving a passenger vehicle. 

Needlessly Threatens Livelihoods 
The new pexaities far Eon-CYW corLvicrions are 

t h e  same as the pexilt ies for offecses ccmmitted 

holder will be disqualified far 6i3 days aiter a 
seccnd cocvictior, invoiving a rion-CMV within a 
three yesr period, and  for 120 days following a 
third or subsequent  conviction. 

TiJhilr ,jr;:iifig !:>A‘,:‘, c r l c j e r  this yblle, a 

The new regula- 

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website a t  http:ilwww.access.~po.,aov/su docs / 
fed reg / a0 2 0 7 3 1 c . h t rnl . 

changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the 
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ATU members, 
as well as other CDL holders, without any com- 
mensurate benefit in terms of safety.” 

“Simply put,” La Sala wrote. “whq should anyone 
w h o  receives two speeding tickets while driving his 
01x1 czr have his job placed in jeopardy, regardless 
ot his professional safeecqr record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, bu t  there is no statutory basis for  the 
rule.” 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
tion goes beyond the language of the statUT;e on 
w h i c h  it is based, and concludes, ‘“The -_“TU is 
p r e p r e d  to seek judicial review ro ;rc-,tect rhe 
interests of its members in this matter. We would 
hope, hcwever, that court proceedings wcuid be 
unnecessary in this case, where tne policy is wrong 

GI 

- 
In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un- 

and legal error so easily corrected.” 

Write YOUF Own Fetter to Secretary it lheta: 
ATU CSL VemDers are ugea  ic wrire to T~anscortation Secrerary Norman Minera :o ask him IO recomider the new CDL 

regu/arion (see above) vynich could neediessly put many ATU members ana other CCL holaers out of work. A samoie ietter IS 

provided below that members may use as the bas/s of a lerter they write In tberr own woras The ierter can also be sent 
e/ectron/cdy by going to nttD ‘/,vww dnienvcic3 srcrmmpaiumcd, 3r c;icxing sn fhe appropriate rink on the ATU website, atu ora. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, US. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street. SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket YOS. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secietary Mineta: 

As a cransit worker, and a member of the Amalgamated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 39742), 
requiring States to disqualify a comiiiercial drivers’ iicense (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
i CMV) if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV. 

Under this new rule, I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, i f  I receive inore than one speeding ticket within a 
three year period while operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of’ whether my State revokes iny personal 
drivers‘ license. This was cienriy not the illtent or‘ Cmgress. iviiicli authorized the FMCSA to require ;he disquaiifi- 
cntioi1 o f 3  (:DL iiolder‘s C‘dV driving ; x i v i i ? g s  !Jnly after :lie person has b e ~ n  both convicted and has hati his/ 
her non-commercial drivers’ license revoked. cancelled or suspended by the State. 

set forth by i3,ingress. My Please. reconsiaer :his ;-~iie and m e n d  its pi-ovisions :o conibrm w i t h  ihe requir 
job could !)e at  stake! 

lr- 



La Sala Urges Mineta to. ReconSider New CDL Rule 
nternational President J i m  La  S a l b h a $  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30, requesting tha t  the Fecieral Motor 

Carrier Saiety Administration reconsider a 
recently-issued regidation which could disqualify 
ccnirnercial drivers' license (CDL) holders from 
? i i>J inC 1 c3mmerci;! Ineior vzhicjes (CM 
;lie axqs7icteci 01' certair, serious traffic vioiations 
ccmmitteci while operating a non-CMV (see 
2ep~ennber-Ocrober 2002, In Transit, page  8). 
u:sc~uaiifjcaricr~ wi!! also occur following 
c3cvicricn for a drLig cr alcohol-related offense 
committed while driving a passenger vehicle. 

- .  

Needless Iy Th rea tens Livelihoods 
I .ie riew 7eATdi:<s for r-~r,-cWJ cci-;iicticns X E  

the same as t h e  ?,e:ia!Iies fa- ofTerxes committed 

hoider -jvili be di.;qualified for 60 i ~ ~ s  3fkr a 
s x o r 2  c3nvic:ion in7;oiving a non-C 
chree yezr period, a n d  for 120 days following a 
t3ird ':r subsequent  conviction. 

-L 

-.yiiiie ,-jrfi,qng 2 C)WT;. i'nrlcr [-lis p L : e ,  a G D L  

The new regda -  

tion can be obtained from the Federal Register 
website at htm: !lwwtv.access.9oo.~ov/su docs/  
fedreg!a02073 Ic .htmi.  

changed, the new mle "wiii needlessly threaten the 
iive!ihoods of tens of Lhcmsands of ATTJ members, 
ss a.e!l as other CCL holders, without any CDX- 

mensurate benefit in terms of safe?;." 
"Simpiv put." La Sala wrote, "why should anyone 

who receives two speeding tickets while driving his 
own car have his job p!aced in Jeopardy, rqard less  
of his professional safety record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, but there is no smtutory  bssis for the 
rule." 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
r i m  5oes kevond the lacgcage of tile stat-te sri 
which it is based. and conc!udes, " R e  AT5 is 

-ev<ew to 7rciecr ihe 
interests cf its members in this macter. We would 
hope. howexr,  that C ~ U T . .  ?roceecings wouia 5e 
unnecesszq in this case. v:here tne policy is wror,g 

fi 

I 

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-  

and legal exor  so easily corrected." 

W r k  Your Own Letter :s Secyetarv :kfjneta: 
470' 2CL T e r m e r s  3re Jrcea to w i e  to T M ~ s c o ~ ~ ~ ~ I C ~  Sdcreiarji Norrnan hlinets to ask sm io r e c c " e r  :hs n&w CCL 

reguiaiion ;see 3DoveJ wnicn :Ou/O neediessly ,xi many ATU ,nemDers and orher CDL hoiders our of WOrK 4 samDie ietrer s 
providea below :hat members may use as the bas/s of a letter !hey write in their own woras The M e r  can also be sen! 
eiectron/ca//y 5y going to rlitu / k w w  unicnvc/c2 org/camoaian,c3/ or 2:icking on h e  apprcpmte ' i rk m !be .\TU website, ; r r~.  

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, US. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street, SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Nos. FNICSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary MineIa: 

As a transit worker, and a ineinber of the Ainalgarnated Transit Union (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration JFMCSA) 167 FR 19742), 
requiring Stares to disqualify a coininerciai drivers' license iCDLj holder from driving a cominercial motor vehicle 
iCMV'i if they are convicted of certain serious traffic violations coinmitted while operating a non-CMV. 

Under this new rule. I could lose my CDL, and thus my job, if I receive inore than one speeding ticket within 3 

three year period while operating my ow11 personal venicle. regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers' !iceme. This was ziecirly not the intent [if  Cmgress. which authorized the FMCSX to require the disquaiifi- 
cctim of ;I CBL holder': (71~4V driving pw1' izges only ~tk: the person h bee:: both convicted ma has had his/ 
her no-commercial drivers' license revoked. cancelled or suspenaeti by the Stare. 

?lease. :ecaiisiaer this rule ma m e n d  its rro\'isioiis 13 coniorn: w i t h  the :ecjiiirements se: t'Gr:h ti): C.,ngess. .My 
job coiild be ;it stake! 



La Sala Urges Mineta to Reconsider *New-CDL Rule 
nternational President J im  L a  Sala has  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30, requesting that  the Federal Motor 

Carrier Safety Administration reconsider a 
recently-issued regulation which could disqualify 
commercial drivers' license (CDL) holders from 
driving commercia! motor vehicies (CblVsI if they 
are convicled of certain serious tratfic violations 
committed whiie operating a non-CMV (see 
Sepcrmber-October 2002, In Transit, page 81. 
Gisquaiification wili aiso occur following any 
conviction for a drug  or alcohol-relaced offense 
committed while driving a passenger vehicle. 

Ne e dlessly Th rea tens Live iih o o ds 
The ne's per,alties for non-CMTJ conv'ctions are 

the same as the penalties for offenses committed 
whiie drlving a CkW. Under this ix!e, a CDL 
holder wili be disqzaiified for 60 days after a 
second c2nviction involving a non-CWJ w'thin a 
three year period, and  for i20  days following a 
third o r  subsequenr. cmviction. The new regula- 

tion can be obtal'ned from the Federal Register 
website a t  httD: //www. access. gpo. gov / s u  docs / 
fedreg/a02073 1c.html.  

In his letter La Sala asserted that, if left un-  
chan,ged, the new rule "will needlessly threaten the 
livelihoods of tens of thousands of ,'?TU members, 
a s  well as other CDL holders. without any com- 
mensurace benefit in terms of safety." 

"Simpiy put," La Sala wrote, "why should anyone 
wno receives two speeding tickels while driving his 
G S V ~  car have his job F i x e d  in jeopardy, regardless 
of his professional safepi record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, bu t  there is no statutory basis for the 
rule." 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
CGT: goes beyond the ianguage of ihe stature on 
which it  is based, and concludes, 'The ,4TU is 
preFared to seek judicizl reT.?ew KI Frotect rhe 
inter-sts of its members in this m a r c .  We would 
hone, hcwever, that court proceedings would be 
unnecessary in this case, where the policy is wrong 

A and legal error so easily corrected." 

W'rife Your Own Letter ti4 Secretary Mineta: 
ATU CDL members are urged 10 wriie lo Transcutation Secrerary !?dormin !'dinefa :o ask him to reconsider the new CDL 

regulation (see affove) lwhicn wu/d needlessiy put many ATU memaers and orher C C l  hoiders out of work. A ssmple ierter is 
proviued below thar members may use as the basis of a letter they write in their own words. The lerter can aiso be sent 
e/ec!ronicai/y by going lo h r l r x ' h w w  u n ! o m i c e .  orglcamoaiunmi, or i!ick!ng on the appropriate link on the A TU weosite, atu.orG. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman Mineta 
Secretary, US. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street. SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker, and a member of the Ainalgainated Transit Vnion (ATU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) (67 FR 39742), 
requiring States to disqualify a coininercial drivers' license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehic!e 
iCMV) if they are convicted of cenain serious traffic violations committed while operating a non-CMV. 

Linder this new rule, I could lose my C3L.  and thus my job, if I receive inore than one speeding ticket within a 
three year period whiie operating my own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes my personal 
drivers' license. This was ciexly !lot the \ntenc or' Congress, which authorized the FMCSA io require the disqualifi- 
cation o f a  C2L 1;olde:'s CMV ciriviiig pr:viieges only x t e r  the person has been both convicted and has had his/ 
her non-commerciai drivers' license revoked. wincelled or suspended by the State. 

?1e3se. reconsider :h is rule and cinenu its ;JIK~V!SIOIIS IO conr'orm >virh rhe require:nents .et :brth iy !Iongress. YIY 
job could he at  stake! 

http://atu.orG


La Sala Urges Mineta to ReconSider N-ew CDL Rule 
nternational President J im  La Sala has  written 
to Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, I October 30, requesting tha t  the Federal !Mo[or 

Carrier Safety .Idministration reconsider a 
r-cent!y-issced regulation which could disqualify 
commercial drivers’ license [CDL) holders from 
driving commercia! motor vehic!es (CMVs) if t!ie:y 
are convictzci ~f c-rrain serious traffic ViGlatiOnS 
committed wlhile operating a noil-CMV (see 
September-Gctober 2CO2.  I s  Transit, puge 8). 
2isqLaiii‘;c;;tion xiil also occiir foilowing any 
conviction fcr 2 drug or akohol-re!ated offense 
commitred whiie driving a passenger vehicle. 

Needlessiy Threatens Livelihoods 
rpl 
1 ne nevi yenal;ies fer mn-C;\ /Ti  cmvic:lcns are 

t!ie same as :,”le perziities for offenses ccjmmitted 
Z ~ d z r  :his r c !e .  2 C 3 i  

I’lcider wili be disqcalified for 5C days sfter a 
second $:cnvic:ion involving a non-C:/ri’ withi= a 

third 0; :ubsequent conviction. 

T . - n .  vv:,;le drejing ;1 C3,F;. 

.r period, and  for 120 days following a 
The new regula- 

tion can bbobtained from the Federal Register 
website a t  httD://www,access._Ppo.gov/su docs/  
fedree /a02073 1 c.htm1. 

changed, the new rule “will needlessly threaten the 
live!ihoods of tens of thousands of ATP members, 
as wy!i as other CDL holders, without any csm- 
mensurace benefit in terms of safery.” 

“Simply put,” L a  Sala wrote, “why should anyone 
who receives two speeding tickets while driving his 
own car h a ~ e  his job placed in jeoFardy, regardless 
of his professional safety record? ... not only is this 
policy wrong, but there is no statutory basis for the 
rule.” 

The letter lays out the ways in which the regula- 
rion goes beyond the Imguage of the statate on 
which it is based, and concludes, ’The ATE is 
3repare:i XI seek judicial review to protect ::he 
interests of its members in chis matter. We would 
hope, however, that court proceedings wou!d be 
unnecessary in this case, w?:ere tne policy 

In his letter La  Sala asserted rhat, if lefr un- 

wrong 
w and legal error so easily corrected.” 

! 

Write YQW Owri Left?< t c ~  Secretary Minefa: 
A X  CCL members arz urQsd to writs ‘2 Transparialion Secraary Norman iMineta :o ask him ;o reconslaer the new C3L 

iegulabon (see above) !n/bich could neeales;/y pur many ATU members ana other CDL nolders out or worn A sample letter is 
proviaed below that members may use as the b m s  of a lerler rbey wnte in their own words. The iefter can a h  be sent 
e/ec:ronica//y by going rc htro;!‘ww m ” o c e  ordcamoaicnml, or clicking on the aopropnate ,ink on rhe A TU weosite, atu org. 

Date: 

The Honorable Norman blineta 
Secretary, V.S. Department of Transportation 
500 Seventh Street. SW 
Washington, D.C. 20590 

Re: Docket Nos. FMCSA-2001-9709 and FMCSA-2000-7382 

Dear Secretary Mineta: 

As a transit worker. and a inember of the Amalgamated Transit Union (.4TU), I strongly urge you to reconsider 
the new rule recently issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety .4dministration (FMCSA) (67 FR 49742), 
requiring States to disqualify a commercial drivers‘ license (CDL) holder from driving a commercial motor vehicle 
[ C M W  if they are convicted of cei-tain serious traffic violations committed while operaring a non-CMV. 

Under this new rule, I could !ose m y  CDL. and thus my job, if  I receive inore than one speeding ticket within a 
three year period while operating m y  own personal vehicle, regardless of whether my State revokes iny personal 
drivers’ licensz. This was cieai-iy :lot :he intent of Congress. which authorized the FMCSX to require the disqualifi- 
catlot? d1.d i38L 1;oldz’s ( 
her am-commercini drivers: license rewked. cancelled or suspended by the State. 

V drivin; ?ri:iizges only :,iter the person lias hee:i both convicted and has had his/ 

Please. reconsider :his : -~i iz  m d  ame:ld :E !provisions t o  conrbrm ivi th  i11t: renuireiner,ts .set forth iiy C t q r e s s .  My 
job cou.ld he at  stake! 

* , - A k  
-Lp - 
:vieme:.. ,- Ti,‘ .,acai 7’ 

.. 


