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Docket Clerk

{Office of International Trade

LS. Customs and Border Protection
1300 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20229

Diccember 19, 2007
RE: TDocket IS USCRP-2007.0098- lawaili Coastwise Cruises

Thank you for this opportunity to write i support of the U.S.
Customs and Border Protection’s proposed Interim Rule regarding
Hawaii Coastwise Cruises.  This Council, representing workers
involved in ot directly related to Hawaii’s maritime industry, is very
pleased to see that Customs and Border Protection is taking appropriate
steps to protcct American jobs on U.S.-flag cruisc ships that operate in
Hawait. More than 7 000 Hawaii jobs are at stake in this matter.

Foreign-flag cruise ship operators have designed itineraries
expressly for the purpose of circumventing the intention of the
Passenger Vessel Services Act. These operators profit from the fact that
they do not pay U.S. taxcs, that they pay their ships® crews well-below
even U8, minimum wages, and are nol responsible for a myriad of U.S.
laws. Because of that, these foreign ship operators profit at the expense
of those who do comply with U.S. law.

The Proposed Rule helps to establish a more level playing ficld,
and goes a long-way to close the blatant circumvention of U.S. law by
foreign interests.

This Council strongly commends the CBI* for issuing the
proposed interpretive tule because it 18 consistent with U.S. cabotapge
laws.

We urge the immediate adoption of the rule.

Sincerely,

N\ &

Neil Dietz,
Sectetary-Treasurer




