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Order 2007-12-24
Served: December 21, 2007
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON, D.C.

[image: image1.wmf]
        Issued by the Department of Transportation

on the 21st day of  December, 2007
	Essential Air Service at

PARKERSBURG, WV

MORGANTOWN, WV

CLARKSBURG/FAIRMONT, WV
Under 49 U.S.C. 41731 et seq.
	    Docket  DOT-OST-2005-20734
    Docket  DOT-OST-2005-20735

    Docket  DOT-OST-2005-20736


ORDER APPROVING ALTERNATE SERVICE PATTERN 

Summary

By this order, we are approving the request of Colgan Air, Inc. d/b/a US Airways Express (Colgan Air) to change Parkersburg, Morgantown, and Clarksburg/Fairmont’s hub destination from Pittsburgh to Washington Dulles.

Background

By Order 2007-1-16, January 25, 2007, the Department selected Colgan Air, Inc., d/b/a US Airways Express, to provide essential air service at Parkersburg, Morgantown, and Clarksburg/Fairmont, West Virginia, for the two-year period ending May 1, 2009, by operating 19 round trips a week between Parkersburg and Pittsburgh and 19 round trips per week over a Pittsburgh-Clarksburg-Morgantown or Pittsburgh-Morgantown-Clarksburg routing.  All service was to be with Saab 340 aircraft, and the total annual combined subsidy is $2,421,914 annually.  Colgan indicated in its initial proposal that it reserved the right to move the service to Washington Dulles if it became economically necessary.  
Carrier Proposal

Colgan states that continuing to provide these communities’ EAS to Pittsburgh is no longer economically feasible because US Airways has discontinued Pittsburgh as a hub city, thereby drastically reducing its flight operations.  It requests to change the service from Pittsburgh to Washington Dulles, operating as United Express, rather than US Airways Express, to serve United’s hub operation at Washington Dulles International Airport.  Service would be operated by 30/33/34 passenger Saab 340 aircraft with 19 weekly round trips, the same as the current contract.  Colgan believes the change will offer much better domestic and international connecting opportunities and will have a very positive impact for the traveling public and each community.  Service from Parkersburg would change from Pittsburgh to Washington Dulles effective January 7, 2008.  Service from Morgantown and Clarksburg/Fairmont would change from Pittsburgh to Washington Dulles effective January 21, 2008.
Community Comments

All three communities fully support Colgan’s request to change the service destination from Pittsburgh to Washington Dulles.
Decision
We will approve Colgan’s request, which meets the three conditions necessary for approval under authority assigned under 14 CFR 385.12(k)(3) of the Departments’ Regulations: (1) the alternate service pattern is equal to or greater than that determined to be essential; (2) the communities do not object to the alternate service pattern; and (3) the alternate service pattern will not increase Colgan’s subsidy.

This order is issued under authority assigned in 14 CFR 385.12(k)(3).

ACCORDINGLY,

1. We approve the alternate service pattern requested by Colgan Air, Inc. to serve Parkersburg, Morgantown, and Clarksburg/Fairmont, West Virginia, to Washington Dulles instead of Pittsburgh;

2.  These dockets will remain open until further order of the Department; and

3.   We will serve a copy of this order on the mayors and airport managers of Parkersburg, Morgantown, and Clarksburg/Fairmont, West Virginia, and Colgan Air, Inc. 

Persons entitled to petition the Department for review of this order under the Department’s Regulations, 14 CFR 385.30, must file such petitions within ten days after the date of service of this order.

This order will be effective immediately, and the filing of a petition for review shall not preclude its effectiveness.

By:

TODD M. HOMAN

Director
Office of Aviation Analysis

(SEAL) 

An electronic version of this document is available on the World Wide Web at

http://www.regulations.gov






