
Bureau of Reclamation
Denver Federal Center
Attention: Richard Rizzi, Mail Code: 84-53000
P.O. Box 25007
Denver, CO 80225-0007

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you in concern to the proposed rule for the use of Bureau of Reclamation
lands and water bodies specifically Nelson Reservoir in Phillips County Montana.

I have lived in Phillips County nearly all of my life and "going to the lake" has always
been a highlight. We have very limited recreation here in Northeastern Montana and we
have always enjoyed having this close to home. We have a very large family and on any
given weekend all four generations are enjoying activities at the cabin at Nelson
Reservoir. We have celebrated many holidays, birthdays, anniversaries, family reunions,
and gatherings with friends at the cabin on Nelson Reservoir. Our kids as well as nieces
and nephews who have moved away from Phillips County come home more often in the
summer so they can vacation at Nelson Reservoir. We are farmers and ranchers and the
summer being our busiest time of the year we don't have the opportunity for vacationing
very far from home.

I also know that having the Nelson Reservoir in Phillips County has a great economic
impact on the businesses in both Malta and Saco with the visitors that enjoy the Lake
year around. If we were to lose this recreation access the local people living in the county
would then be traveling to other areas for recreation taking even more business away
from Phillips County. The tourists enjoy staying at the State Park which is well
maintained and always have plenty of room for campers, boaters and fishermen.

The cabins are only on one third of Nelson Reservoir and there have been numerous
improvements made to the cabins in the past few years. The improvements were made at
the Bureau of Reclamation's request. It is hard for us to understand why you are
changing the lease. We all have so many memories of enjoyable times at Nelson
Reservoir that we feel very devastated with this fear of loss. We ask that you please
reconsider this ruling on Nelson Reservoir.

Thank you for your time and attention to this very important situation.

Sincerely,

JoAim Hammond

CC: US Senator Max Baucus
US Senator Jon Tester
US Representative Dennis Rehberg
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