Comments regarding the proposed regulations for aircraft entering and leaving the USA

I am a retired school principal who owns a Piper Comanche single engine aircraft with four seats that travels about 180 mph. I live about 250 miles from the nearest US airport of entry and I can normally only have a total of three people on board with full fuel tanks.  

In the past three years I have traveled to the US as a private citizen in my aircraft at least  fourteen times and have logged more time in my aircraft in US airspace than here in Canada.  I choose to travel through the US even when going to Eastern Canada although it is longer in terms of distance.  My destinations included the following: Great Falls, Spokane, Denver, San Antonio, Madison WI, Boston, Manassas (Washington DC area), and Tampa.  If the proposed regulations had been in effect during that time, most of the trips would not have taken place for a number of reasons.  I will elaborate.
My home airport, Calgary/Springbank, is the busiest general aviation airport in Canada and its tower doesn’t open until 7:00 AM and most other facilities aren’t open until 9:00AM.  There is no public internet access most of the time.  Since most of my trips take a day or more and I travel east against the time zones, I leave at 6:00AM having contacted the airport of entry by phone the previous day with a complete passenger manifest.  This has worked extremely well.  I do get up about 4:00 AM but it’s worth it to get the better weather and smoother air in the morning.  If the new regulations were in place I would be up most of the night so I definitely wouldn’t go on many of trips listed above, especially when I was doing a three day weekend turn around to Chicago (about 3000 miles -I did five of those) – you shouldn’t fly when you are sleep deprived!.  Current regulations require the aforementioned CBP contact as well as a flight plan and contact with USA air traffic control prior to entry to the US until cleared by CBP.  The proposed regulations would not improve security and would severely discourage travel to the US with new levels of bureaucracy and cost that would have a significant impact on many airport operations in the US.  
The requirement for passenger manifests leaving the US makes no sense since I already have to phone Canada Customs (CANPASS) in a similar manner to how we currently contact USCBP.  How this would improve security totally escapes me but the economic impact on many operations in US would be significant and negative.  My points of departure from the US to Canada included the following:  Cloquet MN, Manden ND, Laurel MT, Sandpoint ID, Glasgow MT, and Williston ND, to name a few.  The first four are usually unmanned when I arrive and depart and the rest have limited attended hours. 
 I choose these airports for the following reasons:  

· the fuel is usually cheaper (better for me)
· I avoid contributing to congestion at larger commercial airports  (better for the air traffic system)
· I contribute to the viability of  these small airports through my fuel purchases, local accommodations, etc –(better for local airports and economy – no traffic, no viability!)
However, these airports don’t typically have internet, or even decent cell phone reception in many cases and I would probably have to avoid them if the proposed regulations were adopted and the benefit to security for anybody totally escapes me.  These proposed regulations, if adopted, would have a similar impact on such airports as happened in the Washington DC area where numerous airports were detrimentally affected by the TRF and many businesses associated with them went bankrupt (through no fault of their own).  
The risk associated with light aircraft such as mine is extremely minimal with most having a total gross weight less that a compact car.  My airplane has a gross weight of 3100 pounds and most single engine aircraft are even smaller and slower.  Given our slow speeds and small size potential damage is usually limited to the aircraft and passengers.  Recent accidents, such as the Cory Leidel accident in New York City in an aircraft similar in size to mine, are ample evidence of that.  There is a cut-off of 12,500 pounds that the industry uses to define light from other aircraft.  Those larger aircraft carry more, travel faster and perhaps should be regulated but they are usually flown under IFR rules which means that they are under the control of an air traffic control unit at all times in addition to the current manifest and contact requirements with USCBP.   

In conclusion, I already pay a fee of $27.50 annually to enter the US and additional costs for entry and departure compounded with higher costs for fuel and other amenities are larger airports (to get internet, etc) would be a strong deterrent for much of my travels via private aircraft to the US.  And the benefit to security would be insignificant.

The current system works, it’s not broken, it doesn’t need fixing!  

Boris Ganchev

Calgary, Canada
