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The mandater  ackona off (tvo davs off after vorking five dave) wvill be unbeheyably
problematic  Fhese twe o 8wl not be at homs but rather where ever we are at that time 1

we are very Jucky vwe vl e mce truck stop with a restaurant and showers. We arc just as
likely to end up sntung » .« check station with only o port-a-john or ¢ven worse an empty lot with
ne facilities at all. Espectally 1n Urban areas the truck stops arc likely to be full and we will have
to make do with what we _an find - Also spend about a week visiting one truck stop after another
and yvou will see that many of them are not places vou would want to stay for two days

During this time we are suppose to be completely off duty with no responsibilities. Yct
we are still going to have a loaded trailer. which we are responsible for. This is especially true if
vou have a running refrigerated trailer. Tt will have 1o be monitered and the diesel tank will
probably need refilling during that two dav period. It would not be fair to penalize us and restart
our two days off just because we spent 15 minutes refueling the trailer so that 44.000 pounds of
ice-cream does not meht

How we are gong o entertain ourselves during this time off will aise be a problem. A
truck stop is not likc being at home. and slecping for two days is not am option. An excellent
truck stop may have a movie and Television room but many of the smaller ones do not have
cither. Many drivers arc in a tight financial situation and can not afford their own TV's and
VCR’s or a satelight svstem. One can only stare at the tube for se long before getting bored, then
what. There are no gvms available or goed places to walk or jog. Being stuck for two days
somewhere with nothing to do is going to cause extreme boredom, not relaxation. One possibility
is being able to bobtail and go de those things that most people take for granted (shopping.
groceries. laundry. a movie). But this will only be possible if the company you work for allows
you to bobtail and if it is safe to leave your loaded trailer unattended. There is also the question if
we use our tractor as a personal vehicle and bobtail anywhere will the in truck monitor log us as
on duty and in violation of our time off.

The Federal Motor Carrier Safely Administration estimates between 20% and 40%
increase in drivers will be needed to deliver the same amount of freight. This will increase the
number of trucks on the road, trucks parked in truck stops and drivers for these trucks. More
drivers needed in an industry already understaffed. The only way to fill these driving requirements
is going to by training more drivers. This means there will be even more inexperienced drivers on
the roads. How will all of these new drivers effect the accident rates? There will also have to be
an increase in freight rates, and final cost on the shelf in order to pay for this increase in
equipment and drivers. It is going to be expensive putting more drivers and equipment on the
road to deliver the same amount of freight.
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Eom ot oo gt s think about The now mesitenng cquipment. it sure has g ioed
of “Big Brother A s D Lo cquipinent can be rather eapensive. this 1s going o be another
financial burden oo 16, emmanes  Another wssue o be addressed is what happens when the
recordmg devize 1e et - out-of-order” | Will we have ¢ paperlog backup system or is the
vehicle shut down ann opairs arz made? Without knowing what level of menitoring is going to
be required 1t 1 impossible 10 hnow what effect it will have on the compames and the drivers It
is the recording equiprcnt that s going to make the entire new Hours of Service work. and vet
there is no clear idea o0 whit fxvel of momtoring or cquipment will be needed. Recorders will
cither be what makes the svstem works or its weakest aspect. This area is going to have to be
resolved.

Sincerely.

Kimberlyn N Wellss




