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In the matter of

THE WENDALL H. FORD AVIATION
INVESTMENT AND REFORM ACT FOR Docket OST-2000-7181-.2 2
THE 215" CENTURY

For exemptions from 14 C.F.R. Part 93, under
49 U.S.C. § 41718(a) (beyond-perimeter slot
exemptions for Reagan National Airport)
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Dated: May §, 2000

APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

Communications with respect to this document should be sent to:

Elliott M. Seiden

Vice President, Law & Government Affairs

David G. Mishkin

Vice President, International &
Regulatory Affairs

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs &
Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 15™ Street, N.-W.

Suite 310

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 842-3193

megan.poldy@nwa.com

NOTICE: Answers to this application must be filed and served on all persons served
with this application by May 22, 2000.
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In the matter of

THE WENDALL H. FORD AVIATION
INVESTMENT AND REFORM ACT FOR Docket OST-2000-7181
THE 21°" CENTURY

For exemptions from 14 C.F.R. Part 93, under
49 U.S.C. § 41718(a) (beyond-perimeter slot
exemptions for Reagan National Airport)
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Dated: May 5, 2000

APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

Northwest Airlines, Inc., (“Northwest”) pursuant to 49 U.S.C. ‘§ 41718(d)(1),
hereby requests two of the twelve beyond-perimeter slot exemptions authorized for
service at Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport (“DCA”) under Section 231 of
the recently enacted Wendall H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for the 21%
Century (“Air 21”). Northwest proposes to use these two beyond-perimeter slot
exemptions to operate daily nonstop roundtrip service between DCA and Seattle-Tacoma
International Airport (“SEA”). Northwest’s application to operate daily DCA-SEA
nonstop service is fully consistent with each of the relevant exemption criterion set forth
in Air 21. Northwest’s proposed service will promote air transportation, increase
competition and provide enhanced service in the DCA-SEA local market, and numerous
communities will enjoy improved service and first or competitive one-stop access to the

Nation’s Capital via Northwest’s Seattle network.
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In further support of this application, Northwest submits the following:
L Northwest’s Service Proposal

Northwest proposes to operate one daily nonstop roundtrip flight between
National Airport and Seattle utilizing Airbus 319 Stage-3 aircraft configured with 124
seats (16-First/108-Coach). Westbound, Northwest will offer an early morning departure
from DCA at 8:30 a.m,, arriving at SEA at 11:00 a.m. Eastbound, Northwest will offer
an early afternoon departure from SEA at 1:00 p.m., arriving at DCA at 9:00 p.m.
Northwest’s daily flight is timed to provide convenient arrival and departure times at both
DCA and SEA, and to maximize connecting service opportunities for passengers at SEA
onto flights operated by Northwest and its code-share partners. At Seattle, Northwest
offers service to 38 cities located in the western region of the United States, many of
which are small or mid sized communities, and 8 international cities in Japan, Mexico
and Canada. (See NW-1 and NW-2)

IL Northwest’s DCA-SEA Service Proposal Meets Each of the Statutory
Criterion for Award of Beyond Perimeter Siot Exemptions at DCA

Congress enacted the “Wendall H. Ford Aviation Investment and Reform Act for
the 21* Century” (“Air 21””) on March 15, 2000, and the bill was signed by President
Clinton on April 5, 2000. Section 231(¢) of Air 21, which creates a new 49 U.S.C. §
41718, directs the Department to grant twelve slot exemptions “to air carriers to operate
limited frequencies and aircraft on select routes between Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport and domestic hub airports” located beyond the DCA perimeter (i.e.,

more than 1,250 miles from DCA), if the Secretary finds that such exemptions will:
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“(1) provide air transportation with domestic network benefits in areas
beyond the perimeter described in that section;

(2) increase competition by new entrant air carriers or in multiple
markets;

(3)  not reduce travel options for communities served by small hub
airports and medium hub airports within the perimeter described in
Section 49109; and :
(4)  not result in meaningfully increased travel delays.”
Northwest’s proposed DCA-SEA daily nonstop service meets each of these statutory

criteria.

A. Northwest’s DCA-SEA Service Will Provide Substantial Domestic
Network Benefits in Areas Beyond the DCA Perimeter

Northwest will introduce daily roundtrip service between National Airport and
Seattle, the fifth largest O&D market currently lacking nonstop access to DCA (NW-3).
At Seattlé, Northwest, togetﬁer with its code-share partners, operates a substantial
network of connecting service opportunities, including service to 38 cities in the western
region of the United Stétes, and 8 cities in Japan, Canada and Mexico (NW-2).
Northwest’s proposed daily roundtrip service between DCA and SEA will provide first
one-stop access to Washington, D.C. (DCA and IAD) for 13 U.S. cities beyond the
perimeter, and first one-stop access to DCA for an additional 3 beyond perimeter cities,
located in Alaska, Oregon, Washington, Montana and Idaho. Most of these cities
receiving first time one-stop access to DCA are small or medium sized communities as

classified by the FAA.
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B. Northwest’s DCA-SEA Service Will Increase Competition in Multiple
Markets

Northwest’s proposed daily roundtrip DCA-SEA service will increase
competition in multiple markets. United currently is the only carrier operating nonstop
service between the Washington, D.C. area (including DCA, IAD and BWI) and Seattle.
United presently operates four daily roundtrip flights between IAD and SEA, using a
combination of B757 and Airbus 319 and 320 aircraft. Northwest’s proposed DCA-SEA
daily roundtrip ﬁight will compete head-to-head with United’s éurrent monopoly between
Washington and Seattle. Northwest’s connecting network at Seattle will increase one-
stop competition to Washington (DCA and IAD) for 25 U.S. cities (5 of which will
receive first time one-stop service to DCA) and introduce first one-stop service to
Washington for an additional 13 U.S. cities (NW-2).

C. Northwest’s Service Will Not Reduce Travel Options For

Communities Served By Small Hub Airports and Medium Hub
Airports Within the Perimeter of National Airport

Northwest has no plans to reduce its existing DCA services to any airport within
the perimeter as a result of its proposal here. Communities located in the western United
States with existing service to DCA through small hub or medium hub airports located
within the DCA perimeter would benefit from a new, competitive one-stop travel option
available by transiting through Northwest’s Seattle network to DCA. By offering new
competitive nonstop service between DCA and Seattle, the level of domestic network
benefits and competitive service will be enhanced for passengers traveling throughout

Northwest’s system.




APPLICATION OF NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.
Page S

D. Northwest’s Proposed DCA-SEA Service Will Enhance Service
Options and Will Not Result in Increased Travel Delays

Granting Northwest two exemption slots at DCA will not meaningfully increase
travel delays at DCA or elsewhere in the national air transportation system. To the
contrary, Northwest’s proposed service will reduce travel times and increase convenience
for thousands of passengers traveling between DCA and Seattle, including passengers
originating in or destined for numerous small and medium sized communities served via ‘
Northwest’s Seattle network. Thirteen U.S. cities will receive their first one-stop
connecting opportunity to Washington, D.C. (DCA and IAD), and 3 U.S. cities will
receive their first one-stop connecting opportunity to DCA (NW-2).

III.  Grant of the Requested Slots to Northwest Is in the Public Interest

Congress has provided the Department with an explicit mandate to award the
twelve exemption slots for beyond-perimeter flying at Ronald Reagan National Airport in
a manner that (1) improves service to National for cities located in the western United
States, particularly small and medium sized communities, and (2) promotes domestic air
transportation. Awarding Northwest two exemptions slots to operate daily nonstop
service between National and Seattle will accomplish both of these objectives. Seattle is
one of the largest U.S. O&D markets currently lacking nonstop access to DCA.
Northwest will provide Seattle with its first nonstop service to DCA, and its first
competitive service to Washington, D.C. Northwest will offer significant improvements
over existing travel options and enhanced competition between many cities in the western

region of the United States and National, via Northwest’s Seattle network. Under
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Northwest’s proposal, numerous small and medium sized communities will receive first
or competitive single-connection access to DCA. The Department should grant two
beyond-perimeter DCA exemption slots to Northwest for daily nonstop service between

DCA and Seattle.

Respectfully submitted,

ey Ko Bonse

Megan Rae Rosia

Managing Director, Government Affairs &
Associate General Counsel

NORTHWEST AIRLINES, INC.

901 Fifteenth Street, N.'W.

Suite 310

Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 842-3193

megan.poldy@nwa.com




Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that on this 5™ day of May, 2000, I served a copy of the foregoing document of
Northwest Airlines on the following individuals by first class mail, postage prepaid:

Joanne W. Young

Baker & Hostetler, LLP

One Washington Square, Suite 1100
1050 Connecticut Avenue, N.-W.
Washington, D.C. 20036-5304
(For America West)

Carl B. Nelson, Jr

Associate General Counsel
American Airlines, Inc.

101 17" Street, N.W., Suite 600
Washington, D.C. 20036

Robert Cohn

Shaw Pittman

2300 N Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20037
(For Delta Air Lines)

Edward P. Faberman

Ungaretti & Harris

1500 K Street, N.-W., Suite 250
Washington, D.C. 20005-1714
(For Frontier Airlines)

Jeffrey Manley

Wilmer, Cutler & Pickering
2445 M Street, N'W.
Washington, D.C. 20037-1420
(For United Airlines)

George Aste

Vice President, International Affairs
Trans World Airlines

900 19™ Street, N.W., Suite 350
Washington, D.C. 20006

Joel Burton

Donald Bliss

O’Melveny & Myers

555 13™ Street, N.W., Suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20004-1109
(For U.S. Airways)

Randall H. Walker

Director of Aviation

McCarran International Airport
Clark County Dept. of Aviation
P.O. Box 11005

Las Vegas, NV 89111-1005

John F. Ash

Michael J. Morstein

Global Aviation Associates, Ltd.
1800 K Street, N.W_, Suite 1104
Washington, D.C. 20006

Marcus G. Faust
332 Constitution Avenue, N.E.
Washington, D.C. 20002

Edward S. Faggen

Legal Counsel

Metropolitan Washington
Airports Authority

1 Aviation Circle

Washington, D.C. 20001

George U. Carneal

Ronald P. Brower

Hogan & Hartson, LLP

555 13™ Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20004-1109
(For National Airlines, Inc.)




Jonathan Blank

Preston Gates Ellis & Rouvelas
Meeds

1735 New York Ave.,, NW.

Suite 500

Washington, D.C. 20006-4759

(For Port of Seattle)

. X
Fawn A. Severino




