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The Honorable Paul D. Coverdell r\i

United States Senate

Washington, DC 205 10- 1004
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Dear Senator Coverdell: c:} 4

Thank you for your letter, expressing support for the applications of the communities of
Greenville/Spartanburg and Savannah/Hilton Head for exemptions from the High Density
Rule at Chicago’'s O’'Hare Airport.
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| am pleased to tell you that the Department recently authorized slot exemptions for both
communities on a temporary experimental basis. We advised your staff of our action on
March 16, prior to issuing the authorizing order, and subsequently gave them a copy of
the order when it wasissued. In granting the slot exemptions the Department found that
traffic at Greenville/Spartanburg and Savannah/Hilton Head is sufficient to support
nonstop jet service to O’ Hare. Asthe order notes, “[t]he purpose of this experiment is
to determine whether these communities can leverage the availability of slot exemptions
to attract a carrier to provide service under the terms presented in this order. ”

| appreciate your interest in this important matter. | am placing a copy of your letter and
my response in Dockets OST 98-4604, OST 98-3603, and OST 99-5 130 and in the file for
contacts outside the record of such cases.

Thank you for sharing your views.

Sincerdly,

A. Bradley Mims
Acting Assistant Secretary for Aviation
and International Affairs
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January 26, 1999

The Honorable Charles Hunnicutt
Assi stant Secretary For Aviation
And International Affairs

U S. Departnent of Transportation
400 Seventh Street, SW

Washi ngton, D.C. 20590

Dear Assistant Secretary Hunnicutt:

It is nmy understanding that the Departnent currently has before
it requests from a nunber of foreign air carriers who seek slots
at Chicago's O Hare International Airport. | have been informed
that these include requests from AirFrance, SAS, Lufthansa, Japan
Airlines, Al Nipon, Mexicana, |beria, and Czech Airlines.

As you know, | have expressed a strong interest in securing slots
at O Hare to provide non-stop service to the Savannah, )
Georgia/H lton Head, South Carolina area. | understand that this
request is still pending. Therefore | would ask that DOT defer
any action on petitions for international O Hare slots unti

after a resolution of the requests for domestic slots. As you
know, t he Savannah/H |ton Head service could begin inmediately,
and delays wll nean the loss of the inportant Spring tourism
season. | believe that it would be appropriate for donestic slot
requests to take precedence over the consideration of foreign air
carrier slot requests.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this inportant
request.

Sincerely,

Paul DM

United States Senator
PDC/ r dg




