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MOTI ON OF AVMERI CAN Al RLINES, INC. FOR AN EXTENS| ON
OF TIME AND FOR CLARI FI CATI ON OF ORDER 98- 8-29

On August 25, 1998, the Departnent issued O der 98-8-

29 instituting the Love Field Service lInterpretation Proceed-

ins, requiring coments by Septenber 8, 1998, and reply com
ments by Septenber 15, 1998. American Airlines, Inc. hereby
requests a 60-day extension of tinme, until Novenmber 6, 1998, to
submt coments, wth reply cormments due 30 days thereafter, on
Decenber 7, 1998.

In light of the inportant nature of this matter,
whi ch includes not only specific issues involving Dallas Love
Field, but also the jurisdiction of the Departnent to institute
and conduct a proceeding that purports to "elimnate nuch of
the pending litigation" in Texas state courts (p. 3), the 14-
day period provided for comments, Wth 7 days for reply com
ments, is entirely inadequate. Al of Anmerican's attorneys who
are famliar with the issues the Departnent has raised are
fully engaged in the Texas litigation, 1n which an intensive

round of pleadings and oral argunments is scheduled in September



and Cct ober. Coupled with the late August and Labor Day
hol i day period, the Departnent's procedural schedule is unrea-
sonable on its face, and unless substantially extended would
violate Anerican's due process right to be heard?

In addition to seeking the requested extension of
time, American asks the Departnent to state, in a clarifying
order, the statutory basis for its assertion of jurisdiction to
decide issues that are currently pending in Texas state courts.
Anerican also asks the Departnent to state whether its pro-
ceeding is an adjudication or a rul emaking. Having a response
from the Departnent on these questions will assist the parties
in understanding the nature of this proceeding, and in prepar-
ing their coments.

In view of the inportance of this matter to al
interested parties, Anerican requests that the Departnent rule
on this nmotion by the close of business on Thursday, Septenber

3. 1998,

The Departnent contends that the schedule "should be
reasonabl e, since the parties have already extensively briefed
the issues in their filings in the various lawsuits" (p. 5).
This is inaccurate. To our know edge, issue (4) has never been
briefed in any litigation, past or pending, involving Dallas
Love Field.
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