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Re:  Docket No. 93-33 -

Dear M. Klinek:

As a public transit provider Comunity Transit is vitally
concerned with the maintenance of the Public Right of Way. As
the request for comments in the Federal Register points out,
in recent Kears the question of axle me|§ht limts for public
transit vehicles has been a subject of discussion and action
in the State of Washington. Since approximately half of
Community Transit's boardings are on routes that use the
Interstate system the issue of axle weight [imts is
obvi ously of great inportance.

In 1987 the local MPO (at that tinme the PSCOG undertook a
study of this issue. Through the course of the study it
becane clear that the current weight Iimts, which are based
on static load, did not correlate well with actual pavenent
wear. A standard that is based on a w der range of vehicle
characteristics, including suspension type and other factors,
woul d nore closely approximte the dynamc |oads that are
responsi bl e for pavenent wear. Even though the full size
buses in Comunity Transit's fleet do exceed the weight linits
when fully loaded, it is not by a large anount. Further, al
of these vehicles are equipped wth air suspension systens
that reduce dynam c | oads.

It was al so recognized in the study that m d-sized agencies
such as Community Transit have very little power to influence
the manufacturers of transit vehicles. For market forces to
be effective, new standards for transit vehicles nust be
nation-w de. Only then will the econom es of scale nake it
worthwhile for manufacturers to meetthe standards.
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Therefore, Comunity Transit suggests the follow ng for
consi deration by the FHW

Weight limts on public transit vehicles should be raised
or suspended until standards can be devel oped that nore
accurately reflect vehicle inpacts on pavenent wear.

To assist in developing these standards the FHWA may w sh
to undertake a study that conpares pavenent wear on an
HOV [ane with an adjacent general purpose |ane (though
any real -use conparison will have to deal with variables
that are not easily quantified, this may still provide
useful information).

Gven the tine and cost associated with acquiring new
transit vehicles, grandfathering in the existing fleet is
a necessity.

The transit agencies should continue to work with the

private sector to develop |ower weight coaches and
products to retrofit existing coaches ere practical

Community Transit appreciates the opportunity to comment on
this issue. An effective resolution will need to take into
consideration the multiple goals of public transit and

hi ghways. If the FHWA would like nore information on
Community Transit's experiences in attenpting to address the
vehicle weight |imts, ADA requirenments, Clean Air Act

requirenents or other related challenges, please feel free to
contact me at (206) 348-7103 or Charles Prestrud at 348-7129.

Sincerely,

William B. Mac Cully
Director of Transit Devel opnent

WM/CP

cc: J. Ristau, Interim Executive Director _
C. Prestrud, Supervisor of Conprehensive Planning
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