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l INFECTIOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT, INC.
INC
.

218 Millwell Drive  Maryland Heights, Missouri 63043 (314) 298-0288

July 6, 1988

Research and Spectal Programs Administration, DOT. .
Room 8426, Nassif Building

400 7th. Street, SW.

washington, DC 20590
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Attn: Edward H. Bonekemper 11, Sr. Atty
Re: Docket Unit #IRA-43

Dear Mr. Bonekemper,

Infectious Waste Management, Inc. (d/b/a WM, Zlnc.), would Tike to take this
opportunity to comment on the recent Ordinance 88-378 passed by the City of
Maryland Heights, Missourt.

MH. Ord. #88-378 requires bonding of $1,000 per truck engaged in transporting
sewage, sludge, human excrement, special, hazardous or infectious wastes within and
through its corporate limits. IWM belfeves the Maryland Heights Grdinance, on the
surface, appears to be of minimal impact to intrastate and interstate transportation.
However, if allowed to stand as is, the precedent set by an Ordinance of this type
could have an enormous negative fmpact on consumers natfonwide.

In fairness to the intent of the Ordinance and for purposes of discussion we feel that,
because of disposal complications, the Ordinance should pe considered as a
combination of two unrelated categories. Those afiecting local transporiation and
those affecting interstate/ intrastate transportation.

Making the assumption that communities across the nation have sewage treatment
facilities within their boundaries or at least nearby, it can also be assumed that
hauling of sewage and human excrement could be regulated on a local level because
of the close proximity of available disposal facilities.

However, because of infrequent licensed disposal facilities, the transporting of
sludge, special, hazardous or infectious waste pose a much more complicated
problem. Distances traveled for proper disposal of these items can range from across
a single state Lo across several states,
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Therein lies the problem. As an example, Maryland Heights is one of over 100
communities in the St. Louis Metropolitan Area and is located on two Interstate
Highways. |f each City in the Metro area adopted an Ordinance of this type and only
thirty DOT regulated trucks traveled through this area, it is conceivable that
consumer prices on certain products and services could rise in excess of three (3)
million dollars annually for the St. Louis consumers alone. On a nationwide basis this
figure could reach into the billions. It should also be pointed out that layered bonding
causes additional administrative expense at the local level with no return to the
citizens.

It is IWM's intent to point out that intrastate and interstate trucking bonds can be
enforced and administrated more efficiently and economically on a state and federal
level than on a county by county and city by city basis. As a reputable company we
encourage legislation that protects our neighbors, our environment and our industry.
However, as a fiscally responsible business we also wish to avoid a redundancy which
only serves to drive up service and product costs to consumers.

Hopefully 1.WM's comments will prompt your agency to consider the long term
impact of local governments duplicating State and Federal regulations in this field.
we would urge that bonding of regulated trucking be limited to the State and Federal
level with assurances to local govenments that they are sufficiently protected
through joint cooperation of all agencies involved. Thank you for the opportunity to
comment on this issue.

In compliance with RSPA-DOT request, "I hereby certify that copies of this comment
have been sent to Mr. Michael K. Moran, B.C., City of Maryland Heights, 212 Millwell Dr.
Maryland Hgts., Mo. 63043"

hn J. Foley, Pres.
Infectious Waste Management, Inc.
JJF/ss

cc  Congressman Jack Buechner,
District 2
State of Missourt



