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spfratoty ttbct tumor. I n  pas plant workers W B t  9 
to be the abundantly occurring s m k e  and duet developawnt in Mny lob -. 

operations on tar-contuinfng and pitch-containinp, product6 vhich are kaova 
. ^  

t o  contain carcinoRcntc substances. 

Sgch workins conditions are common among the so-called retort houre 

vorkers. 

somevhat incomplete, but there Is a strikingly laige number with retort 
I 

fiouse vork i n  thelr j o b  history among those vho died of tumors of the 

respiratory tract, vhilc retort house vorkers make up only a relatively 7 ’ .  

small portion of  the total Rae plant workers La the  gay plant in qutrtion. 

The small sample presented naturally allows no valld conclusions 

to be drawn. hut the sample can point to a ccrtafn e.:cesa frequency of 

malignant tumors in the respiratory tract (and pcrhapn a l s o  in the urinary, 

bladder, ani esophagus) in gas plan? vvrkers at the R ~ R  plnnt studied. 

TO what extent :hi* strikingly high, frequency of rcspfratory tract tumors 

can be a 

not be investigated more c lose ly  In thls sample. 

- I  . 
$ 

tccupat~ona~1v-conditfoned or other factors &Ul 

S L i Y  

Autopsy in 125 cases of death among RRU vorkers disclosed 12 crsef  of 

malignant tumors i n  the respiratory tract, five bladder cancers, three 
. .  -... ~ _. . .\, 
, , . i t .  . 
, ..:. 

cancers of the esophagus* and 21 cancers in other locations. 

The number .of cancers o f  the respiratcry tract uns sign 

than expected, and no waa the percentage of t h e m  cancers of 

of canctra detected. 

-4 - 

t icnat ly higher 

tho total number 
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3 ~ ;  . . . :ep:"\" 9. I . $  . 
. .  * high  Proportion of vorkcrr wi th  cnncer of the rcrpirrtory~tr.ct 

.% 
iQ *ccuP.tiOnrl hietory of ycrrr of work la the retort hourem. _ -  
Occup.tional c8user could not be proved but m a t  be conridcrcd, - 
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