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liance o monent
January 17, 2006

By electronic file submission
Attention: Docket ID No. OAR-2005-0172

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington DC 20460

Reference: Comments on the Draft Staff Paper for Ozone

The Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers (Alliance) is a trade association with 9
members representing over 90% of the vehicles sold in the United States. We are
pleased to provide the following comments regarding the “Review of the National
Ambient Air Quality Standards for Ozone: Policy Assessment of Scientific and Technical
Information,” (the Draft Staff Paper) released in November 2005.

We support the agency's efforts to establish and implement national air quality
standards predicated on firm scientific evidence. With that objective the Alliance
commissioned a scientific review of the Staff Paper by Air Improvement Resource, Inc.
The detailed review is attached and supports the need for extensive revision to the Staff
Paper in order to comprehensively represent the scientific underpinnings of the Ozone
NAAQS review. Primary concerns identified include:

- EPA underestimates policy relevant background ozone levels.

- Acute health effects are overestimated and the uncertainties underestimated.
The agency compiled a larger body of research than during the previous review,
however, the larger data set implicated wide ranging results including both
positive and negative epidemiological associations.

- Independent secondary standards are not supported by adequate evidence.
During the 1996/1997 review, EPA acknowledged large uncertainties respective
to vegetation risk assessments; the current review did not reference any new
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data that would support of eliminating these uncertainties and establishing new
secondary standards.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. We appreciate the agency’s attention to our
concerns and look forward to reviewing the next draft of the Staff Paper. The Alliance
sincerely hopes that these important issues are addressed in order to improve the
foundation on which the later steps of the NAAQS review process are based. Please
contact me by telephone (248) 357-4717 or e-mail (gambrozaitis@autoalliance.orq) with
any questions regarding our comments.

Sincerely,

Giedrius Ambrozaitis
Manager of Mobile Sources

Attachment: Detailed Alliance of Automobile Manufacturers review and comments to
Draft Staff Paper
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